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War Now At Double Peak -- Churchill 








World Organization 
Prepared To Employ 
Force To Win Peace 


LONDON, Feb. 27—In one of the 
most significant speeches of his 
career, Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill told the House of Com- 
mons today that the Crimea Confer- 
ence would form the basis for an en- 
during world order which would not 
hesitate to use force against aggres- 
sors. 

Other major points were: 

1. The war has reached a double 
peak. It has been prolonged in Eu- 
rope many moaths beyond the hopes 
of last autumn. It has been brought 
forward in the Pacific thanks to 
American victories. 

2. He insisted that Russia’s good 
faith in commitments for the fu- 
ture was beyond doubt. 

3. He hinted, according to the As- 
sociated Press, that Russia may en- 
ter the war against Japan during 
or before the San Francisco world 
security conference on April 25. 

4. He said flatly that the United 
States intends to cooperate in Eu- 
ropean affairs. 

5. He said that the Allied powers 
are ready for the collapse of Ger- 
many—even if it should occur to- 
morrow. 

6. He gave full support to Russia’s 
claim to a western boundary along 
the Curzon Line, adding that 
Poland would have both freedom 
and ample new territory. 

Churchill’s two-hour speech 
opened a three-day debate in the 
Commons on the results of the Cri- 
mea Conference. The House was 
packed, and the Prime Minister was 
greeted with roars of cheers when 
he took the floor. 

Churchill made it clear that the 
Government wished an overwheim- 
ing vote of confidence on the de- 
cisions taken at Yalta. He sub- 
mitted the following motion: 

"That this House approves the 
declaration by the three great pow- 
ers at the Crimea Conference and 
in particular welcomes their deter- 
mination to maintain unity of ac- 
tion not only in achieving final 


(Continuea on page 2) 


Poles Are Offered 
Freedom Of Britain 


_ LONDON, Feb. 27—Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill, praising 
the Polish troops for their valiant 
Service under British command, 
commented in his speech today that 
he earnestly hoped it would be pos- 
sible for them "to have the citizen- 
ship and freedom of the British 
Empire if they so desire.” 

Mr. Churchill suggested this citi- 

zenship after pointing out that the 
Poles owe allegiance to the Polish 
Government in London because they 
had fought under British com- 
mand. He said however, that he 
had every confidence that once a 
new government, more fully repre- 
sentative of the will of the Polish 
people than either the London or 
the Lublin Governments, h: 1 been 
established, means would be found 
to overcome all political difficulties, 
and as many -as possible Polish 
troops be enabled to return in due 
Course to Poland. 
__tn any event, His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment will never forget the debt 
they owe to the Polish troops,” he 
added. "So far as we are concerned 
we should think it an honor to have 
Such faithful, valiant warriors 
dwelling among us 9s if they were 
men of our own blood.” 




















The western front appeared to break wide open today and 


the U. S. 9th and Ist Armies 


were reported when this map was drawn. Late dispatches 
tell of 9th Army troops fighting in the streets of Munchen- 
Gladbach and report 9th and Ist Armies to be converging 


along the Erft River line, 





raced far beyond where they 


eight miles from Cologne. 





Japs Lose 233 Aircraft 
To Daring Carrier Force 





PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Guam, Feb. 27 (ANS)—Car- 
rier aircraft of Vice Admiral Marc 
A. Mitscher’s task force heavily 
damaged two Japanese aircraft fac- 
tories, destroyed or damaged 233 
planes and sank five small enemy 
vessels in strikes at the Japanese 
capital and Hachijo Jima, 175 miles 
to the south of Iwo Jima, Sunday 
and Monday, Admiral Chester W. 
Nimitz announced today. 

Faced by only light opposition al- 
though flying under extremely ad- 
verse weather conditions, the at- 
tacking force lost only nine planes 
and suffered slight damage to two 
of the fleet’s lighter units while 
withdrawing from the action, Ad- 
miral Nimitz said. Five of the 
downed American pilots were saved. 

The admiral gave no indication of 
the size of the force making the 
Sunday raids, although the Japa- 
nese reported up to 1,600 planes. 

The primary targets of the Tokyo 
strike were the Nakajima aircraft 
plants at Ota, 50 miles northwest 
of Tokyo, and Kaizumi factory, 





No Prohibition Revival 
Until Vets Voice Choice 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (AP)— 
As far as the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee is concerned there will be no 
revival of national prohibition until 
the boys come home to have a say 
in the matter. 

The committee yesterday rejected 
all Constitutional amendments for 
the duration of the war. 

Senator Homer Ferguson (R., 
Mich.), recalled how the prohibition 
amendment had been proposed in 
the middle of the last war when 
United States troops were overseas. 

"The millions of men and women 
in the service should have a part 
in any future Constitutional de- 
cisions,” he said, 








three miles away. The Ota plants 
have been 75 percent destroyed as 
a result of this attack and B-29 
raids, Nimitz reported, and 15 per- 
cent of the remainder damaged. 
The Kaizumi factory was described 
as heavily damaged. 

In addition to five small enemy 
vessels sunk, 19 others were prob- 
ably sunk or damaged. Two trains 
were destroyed in the Tokyo area. 

The two aircraft factories con- 
stitute an extremely important 
part of Japan’s airplane industry. 
The damage suffered should be a 
severe blow to Nipponese produc- 
tive capacity. 

Hachijo Jima lies on the air 
route from the Marianas to Tokyo 
and is an ideal lookout base for 





Shelling Of Cologne 
Said Under Way 





SHAEF, Feb. 27—The great 


The front broke wide open, 
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Soviets Near Baltic 
In New Offensive 


MOSCOW, Feb. 27 — Slashing 
ahead 45 miles in a new offensive 
that has been under way for four 
days, Marshal Konstantin Rokossov- 
sky’s 2nd White Russian Army 
Group has reached a town within 
29 miles of the Baltic coast, accord- 
ing to an Order of the Day from 
Marshal Stalin tonight. 

Revealing for the first time the 
extent to which Rokossovsky’s 
troops have moved into the province 
of Pomerania in Germany proper, 
Stalin’s announcement said that 
among the important strongpoints 





were Schochau, Stegers, Hammer- 
stein, Baldenborg and Bublitz. 
Bublitz is 29 miles from the Bal- 


and communication centers taken | } 


American drive into the Rhine- 


land continued in high speed today at a pace which the Asso- 
ciated Press said might bring General Dwight D. Eisenhower's 
forces to the Rhine River within 48 hours. 

Front-line dispatches said German defenses were reeling. 


according to the United Press, 


and spilled a flood of Allied armor and infantry across the 
Cologne Plains, up to the line of the Erft River and to within 
eight and ten miles respectively of Cologne and Neuss on the 


pwest bank of the Rhine. Cologne 
itself was reported under artil- 
lery fire. Neuss, about 18 miles 
to the northwest is across the 
Rhine from the great Ruhr city 
of Dusseldorf. 

A security blackout was imposed 
on the progress of the U. S. 9th 
Army tonight to withhold as much 
information as possible from the 
disorganized German defenders 
north of Cologne. 

The ist Army, driving toward 
Cologne from Duren and forming 
the southern prong of the twin- 
drive on the Rhine, captured Blat- 
zeim and pushed on almost to the 
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vf ap PO iburg aS N 
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tic about midway between Stettin 
and Danzig. 

Although not continuous, the | 
front stretches for 160 miles from} 
the Mewe area southwest to the 
region of Stargard, 19 miles east of 
Stettin. A Berlin military spokes-| 
man acknowledged that the Ger- 
mans were falling back, the Associ- 
ated Press said. 

The left wing of the attacking 
force has driven beyond Arnswalde 
and forced the Germans to take up 
new positions along the Ihna River 
line, the Berlin spokesman said. 
This would place the Russians just 
below Stargard and within 23 miles 
of Stettin. 

What the Germans were trying 
to prevént was the realignment of 
Soviet forces in the north with 
those of Marshal George Zhukov so 
that when Zhukov strikes due west 





wafning of impending Super 
Fortress strikes. 


for Berlin his flank will be wel! 
(Continued on page 8) 





Only Cafe Proprietors 
Worrying About Curfew 


NEW YORK, Feb. 27—The mid- 
night curfew slipped into the United 
States with no demonstrations and 
no deliberate violations. Police pa- 
trolled with orders to arrest nobody 
but only issue warnings and to take 
the names of violators, the United 
Press reported. 

In Philadelphia War Manpower 
Commission agents were reported 
making the rounds, but police were 
oblivious. 

By 1:00 AM Chicago’s Randolph 
Street was deserted except for cops 
on the beat and an occasional cab. 

Miami police, like their brothers 
in Philadelphia, played "hands off” 
and left enforcement to the WMC. 

New Jersey implemented the cur- 
few by banning the sale of liquor 
between midnight and 7:00 AM for 
the duration of the curfew. 

Some Kansas City, Mo., tavern 
keepers said they planned to appeal 





to sunrise tipplers by opening at 
6:00 AM but most states have for- 


bidden opening before 8:00 AM. 

Hotel and restaurant division of 
the U. S. Employment Service, New 
York office, said only two waiters 
and two bartenders registered yes- 
terday and all refused war work. 

Rep. Clare Boothe Luce (R., 
Conn.), climbed aboard the modi- 
fication bandwagon and asked that 
night clubs be allowed to open an 
hour later than usual and stay open 
till 1:00 AM, and that if that was 
not possible that large cities be al- 
lowed one hour more amusement 
than the rest of the nation. 

New York night club owners met 
in secret session after the Chicago 
owners reported they would ask 
War Mobilizer James Byrnes to 
modify the curfew to allow them to 
remain open until 2:00 AM one 
night weekly. 

There were isolated meager at- 
tempts to inject a little fun into the 
event as Olsen and Johnson's show 


(Continued on page 8) 








Erft, a little less than eight miles 
from the outskirts of the devastated 
cathedral city. 

Along the left flank of the 9th 
Army bulge to the north, armored 
units swept through Erkelenz and 
continued their sensational advance 
to enter the great cotton manufac- 


(Continued on page 8) 


5th Army Beats Of 
Kraut Counterblows 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Feb, 27 — The 
Germans made desperate attempts 
to regain strategic Mt. Della Tor- 
raccia, captured by 5th Army troops 
several days ago, by launching sev- 
eral powerful counterattacks 
against that mountain feature yes- 
terday. 

The enemy attacks, one of them 
in battalion strength, were pre- 
ceded by an intense artillery bar- 
rage. All assaults were beaten off 
with heavy casualti2s to the enemy. 
Even after they withdrew, how- 
ever, the Germans continued to 
shell and mortar our positions un- 
til dawn this morning. 

Further attacks in the Belvedere 
area may logically be expected, 
but the boys of the 10th Moun- 
tain Division and the Brazilian 
Expeditionary Force seem unwill- 
ing to move out of their hard-won 
new positions. 

In other sectors of the 5th and 
8th Army fronts, very active patrol- 
ling and heavy exchanges of ar- 
tillery fire were reported. Allied 
raiding parties cleared out three 
enemy bunkers and captured ten 
prisoners. 
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(Continued from page 1) 


defeat of the common enemy, but 
thereafter in peace as in war.” 
The Prime Minister said that the 
recent conference faced realities 
and difficulties in so exceptional a 
manner that the results constituted 
an act of state on which Parliament 
should formally express its opinion. 
A strong expression of support by 
e House would strengthen the 
overnment’s position among its 
Allies, he added. 
Churchill revealed t?at the Brit- 
ish Government sought a meeting 
of the Big Three for last autumn, 


-{tion—that it shall shield humanity 
.}from a third renewal of its agony,” 


‘}ence, we hope now to make the 
s-| world conscious of the strength of 


but the difficulties of arranging it 
were so great 


of the Crimea Conference, 


the prosecution of the war against 


Japan as well as for development 


of the western front in Europe were 
taken up during that period. 

The American and British Com- 
bined Chiefs of Staffs met during 
the first day on Malta, Churchill 
said. Proposals were carefully 
worked out, he said, "for carrying 
our joint war efforts to the highest 
pitch and for the shaping and tak- 
ing of military decisions.” 


SHIPPING PROBLEMS 


In the meantime, the British 
Minister of War Transport and 
American authorities were working 
on a ship all to themselves. They 
were dealing with shipping prob- 
lems "which govern our efforts at 
the present time and which affect 
the employment and the reserves 
of oil, food, munitions and troops,” 
Churchill said, adding that com- 
plete agreement was reached on all 
these matters. 

The Prime Minister explained 
that shipping is so tight because the 
war in Europe has been prolonged 
and the war in the Pacific speeded 
up. When he mentioned the Ameri- 
can victories in the Pacific, his 
words were greeted with cheers 
from the members of the House. 

"Instead of one peak period fad- 
ing out or dovetailing into another,” 
he declared, "there is an overlap 
or double-peak period in two wars 
which we are waging together on 
opposite sides of the globe. Although 
for a couple of years our joint 
losses by U-boats have ceased to 
be an appreciable factor in our 
main business and although ship- 
building output of the United States 
flows on gigantically and although 
the Allies have today far more 
shipping than they ever had at 
any time previously during the war, 
we are, in fact, more hard-pressed 
by shipping shortages than ever 
before in the war.” 

The double peak reached in the 
war, he went on, affected all pre- 
parations for turnover to peace and 
"lamentably hampers our powers 
to provide for the dire needs of the 
liberated territories.” 

"IT am not prepared,” he said, "to 
have this island cut below its im- 
mediate safety reserves of food and 
oil except in cases where sure and 
speedy replacements can be made. 
Subject to this, we shall do every- 
thing in our power to help the 
liberated countries.” 


FLIGHT TO CRIMEA 


that 14 months 
elapsed between Teheran and Yalta. 
There was a three-day meeting 
on the island of Malta in a 
e 
Prime Minister disclosed. Plans for 








































Prime Minister Winston Chur- 
chill here wears his favorite 
winter bonnet, akin to those 
worn by the Cossacks. He 
sported this headgear during 
the Crimea Conference. 
(Acme) 





a strong French Army.” Cheers 
greeted this comment. 

"It was, however, felt by all three 
great powers assembled in the Cri- 
mea,” he said, "that while they were 
responsible for bearing, to an over- 
whelming degree, the main brunt 
and burden of the conduct of the 
war and the policy intimately con- 
nected with the operations, they 
could not allow any restriction to be 
placed on their right to meet to- 
gether as they deemed necessary in 
order that they might effectively 
discharge their duties to the com- 
mon cause.” 


MAY PLEASE FRANCE 


This view, he added, did not ex- 
clude meetings on the highest level 
to which other powers will be in- 
vited. France, he said, may there- 
fore find many reasons for content- 
ment with the Crimea decisions. He 
recalled that France and China had 
been invited with the Big Three to 
sponsor the United Nations confer- 
ence in San Francisco next April. 
France is invited to join in the op- 
erating procedure laid down in the 
declaration on liberated Europe. he 
said, and to join in the European 
Advisory Commission. 

Observing that France will have 
a voice in the treatment of Ger- 
many, Churchill said, "If we were 
confronted tomorrow with the col- 
lapse of German power, there is 
nothing which has not been fore- 
seen and arranged beforehand by 
this important European Advisory 
Commission.” 

The commission, he said, consists 


dor to London; Feodor Gusiev, So- 
viet Ambassador to London, and Sir 


‘|jsaid, "At Yalta it was made clear 
:|that minor alterations of the Cur- 
<{zon Line wouid be at the expense 


©|minds set at rest and there might 
*|be no further discussion on that 


*|doomed to utter destruction but for 


; | State. 


for the Curzon Line, I repudiate and 


subsistence. Our policy is not re- 
venge, he said, but the necessary 
steps to prevent war, Nazism and 
Prussian militarism. 


and the House recessed for lunch. 








In discussing the new world or- 
ganization, the Prime said 
it will be capable of continuous 


"We have good hopes—and more 
than hopes, a resolute determina- 


he said. “Taught by bitter experi- 


the new instrument and of the pro- 
tection which it will be able to af- 
ford to all who wish to dwell in 
peace within their habitation.” 

Of Poland, the Prime Minister 


of Russia and not Poland in order 
that the Poles might have their 


part of the business.” 
POLES WERE DOOMED 


“Poland,” he went on, "was 
the prodigious exertions and sacri- 
fices of the Russians. The Poles as 
a race were doomed by Hitler to be 
destroyed or reduced to a servile} 


Parts Of E. Prussia, 
Silesia To Be Polish 


LONDON, Feb, 27 — Revealing 
new details as to what new terri- 
tory wouki accrue to Poland un- 
der the agreement reached at 
Yalta, Prime Minister Churchill 
told the Commons today Poland 
would receive Danzig, the greater 
part of East Prussia west and 
south of Koenigsberg, a long, 
wide seafront on the Baltic and 
the German province of Upper 
Silesia. 

"The task of holding this land,” 
the Prime Minister said, "would 
not be too heavy for Poland. 
There was no need to fear it 
would bring about another Ger- 
man revenge or that it would lay 
the seeds for future wars.” 

In the end, he said, "we take 
steps more drastic and effective 
than those which followed the 
last war because we know much 
more about this business so as to 
render al] offensive action by 
Germany impossible for genera- 
tions to come.” 











"In supporting the Russian claim 


repulse any suggestion that we are 
making a questionable compromise 
or yielding to force or fear. I assert 
with the utmost conviction the 
broad justice of the policy upon 
which, for the first time, all three 
great Allies have now-taken their 
stand.” 

The second part of the Polish 
problem, Churchill said, was free- 
dom, and he said that the free elec- 
tions guaranteed by the three pow- 
ers should insure that. He said 
that the success of the plan would 
depend upon the willingness of all 
sections of democratic Polish opin- 
ion in Poland or abroad to work 
together to give it effect. 
Churchill maintained that the 
Soviet Union’s word on this matter 
was itS bond, and the House 
cheered. 

"No Government stands more to 
its obligations even in their own 
despite than the Soviet Govern- 
ment,” he said. "I decline abso- 
lutely to embark here upon a dis- 
cussion about Russian good faith. 
It is quite evident that these mat- 
ters touch the whole future of the 
world. Sombre indeed would be the 
fortunes of mankind if some awful 
schism arose between the western 
democracies and the Russian peo- 
ple, if all the future world organi- 
zation were rent asunder and a 
new cataclysm of inconceivable 
violence destroyed what is left of 
the treasures and liberties of man- 
kind.” 

Speaking of Germany’s future, 
Churchill reviewed the measures 
that the Crimea Conference declar- 
ation planned for that country. But, 
he observed, the Allies do not wish 
to destroy the German people or 
to leave them without the means of 


BIG THREE UNITED 
Midway in his speech, Churchill 


dom and happiness. The great pow- I 
~ must seek to serve and not to 
rule.” 


Promising that the new world or- 


ganization will guard the world 
from aggression, he said, "I am sure 
that a fairer choice is open to man- 
kind than they have known in rec- 
orded ages. The lights burn brighter 
and shine more broadly than before. 
Let us walk forward together.” 


Churchill Hails New 


Greek Spirit, Order 


LONDON, Feb. 27—Referring to 





his visit to Athens, Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill commented in his 
Commons speech today on the res- 
toration of order and security there. 
He said the contrast between the 
violent scenes during his visit of 
seven weeks ago and the present 
was "one of the most vivid, impres- 
sive and agreeable experiences of 
my life.” 


Peace without vengeance has been 


achieved in Greece, he said. Great 
masses of arms have been surren- 
dered, most of the prisoners and 
hostages restored and the great 
work of bringing in food and sup- 
plies resumed. 


The difficulties are not over, he 


added. 


"I particularly welcome the wish 


of the Greek Government that 
Russian, British and American ob- 
servers shall be free on the spot to 
make sure that the will of the peo- 
ple finds complete and sincere ex- 
pression.” 


U. S. Officials Approve 


Prime Minister's Talk 








William Strang of the British For- 
eign Office. 

Referring to the world organiza- 
tion planned at Dumbarton Oaks, 
the Prime Minister said that the 
solution of the difficult question of 
voting procedure made possible the 
calling of the San Francisco con- 
ference. He said that full particu- 















The Prime Minister then des- 
cribed the night flight he and the 
President made to the ea and 
their motor trip through the moun- 
tains to the "beautiful Black Sea 
Riviera where there still remains 
undestroyed by the Nazis a few of 
ed = | ——— of Pr. = 

perial and aristocratic regime.”|j,+< on the solution could not be 

Saying that the Russians had pro-|reyealed until France and China had 
vee for their ae Be been consulted. 
comfort in true style o ussian hos- Churchill i : 
pitality, Churchill continued, ”Here which Sodenetldl the sattionen oh 
on this shore we labored for nine] i, on the great powers that the chief 
days and grappled with many prob-/hurden of maintaining peace and 
lems, while friendship grew. security will fall. The new world 

Turning to the criticism in Britain] organization must take on this spe- 
on the failure to invite France to cial responsibility of the great pow- 


ter took up a variety of subjects: 


problems. 


the accomplishments of the confér- 
ence, the Prime Minister said: 

"The United States has entered 
deeply and constructively into the 
life and salvation of Europe. 

"We all three set our hands to far- 
reaching engagements, at once 
practical and solemn. United we 
have the unchallengeable power to 
lead the world to prosperity, free- 


After the break, the Prime Minis- 


relations with Italy, the situation 
in Greece and in the Middle East, 
the declarations of war by Egypt 
and Turkey, and a hope for the 
settlement of the Jewish and Aranpj|today 


Returning to a general view of 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (AP)— 

Prime Minister Churchill’s report 

to the House of Commons on the 

Crimea Conference drew the prompt 

backing of United States officials 
a 


The press featured Mr. Churchill’s 
points that Poland’s proposed new 
border was the best possible and 
the fact that Russia gave every 
indication of good faith in the 
peace plans. 

One aspect of the Churchill 
speech likely to draw criticism was 
the fact that once more the Ameri- 
can people received the first full 
account of such a conference from 





Britain. 





the conference, he said, "The first 
principle of British policy in west- 
ern Europe is a strong France and 









ers and must be so framed as not 
to compromise their unity or their 
capacity for effective actior. if it is 


called for at short notice. 
H H ”At the same time a world organi- 

Churchill Virtually Names zation cannot be based upon dicta- 

Eden As His Successor] their duty ‘to serve the worta ‘and 

. e uty serve the world an 

not to rule it.” (Cheers). 

The Prime Minister added "we 

LONDON, Feb. 27 (AP)—Prime|trust that the voting procedure on 
Minister Churchill virtually nom-|which we agreed at Yalta meets 
inated Foreign Secretary Anthony/ these two essential points and pro- 
Eden today to succeed him when he! vides a system which is fair and ac- 
steps down. ceptable. having regard to the evi- 

Churchill told the House of Com-/dent difficulties which will meet 
mons of the invaluable assistance} anyone who gives prolonged thought 
given by Eden and declared “his/to the subject.” 
unequaled experience at the foreign} Churchill made clear that the for- 
office, his krowledge of foreign af-|mula agreed upon for participation 
fairs, his experience of conferences|at San Francisco was that a hith- 
of all kinds, his breadth of view,/crto neutrai country must have 
his power of exposition, his moral! declared war on Germany or Japan 
courage have gained for him 4/by March 1, 1945. Many are declar- 
position second to none among the/ing war. he added, amid lauchter. 









Winnie Fit As A Fiddle 
During Commons Talk 





LONDON, Feb. 27 (AP) — Prime 
Minister Churchill looked as fit as 
a prizefighter, refreshed rather than 
fatigued by globe trotting, as he 
threw down the gauntlet to Com- 
mons and demanded the endorse- 
ment of the Crimea decisions. And 
he had almost the dapperness of 
Anthony Eden who sat on his right. 
The warmth of the reception as 
he entered Commons indicated that 
all Commons wanted was to hear 
his report, let everyone talk who 
cared to do so for the next two days 
and then give a smashing confi- 
dence vote. 





foreign secretaries of the grand alli-| He observed that such declarations 
ance.” should be treated with respect, since 





A bird’s-eye view of the Prime 





Minister gave the impression that 
his sandy hair had thinned a bit 
more. Only the kewpie-like tuft 
stands out on his bald pate, dim- 
pled above the fringe at the back. 

Churchill spoke in an easy con- 
versational tone. He applied steam 
only at intervals when he wanted 
to emphasize a point— "let Ger- 
many recognize that it’s futile to 
hope for division among the Allies.” 

His hands, small for so powerful 
a frame, were never still. At one 
point he appeared to be drawing 
a map of the Curzon Line. And his 
footwork would delicht a boxer. He 


War At Double Peak, Churchill Says 


BONNET 


America, Britain 
In Full Agreement 
On Policy For Italy 


LONDON, Feb. 27 — President 
Roosevelt, Secretary of State Eq. 
ward R. Stettinius and Prime Min. 
ister Winston Churchill are in full 
agreement on Allied policy in Italy, 
the British Prime Minister told the 
House of Commons today. He added 
that he had been assured by the 
American leaders that the United 
States had no complaints on any 
steps "taken or not taken” by Great 
Britain in Italy. 

He stated that it was Great Brit. 
ain’s desire to help the Italian 
people "in due course to resume 
their place among the leading na- 
tions of Europe,” and denied cate. 
gorically that Britain had "fallen 
behind other victorious powers in 
taking a generous view toward 
Italy” or that Britain had any de- 
a“ of power politics which involve 


y. 
"We look forward to Italy’s return 
under a truly democratic regime to 
the community of industrious and 
peace-loving peoples,” Mr. Churchill 
said, adding that Italy ’can count 
on” British and Allied good will and 
on material aid. He also paid tribute 
to the “invaluable services, the full 
tale of which cannot yet be told,” 
of the Italian men and women now 
fighting the Nazis in the armed 
forces or behind the enemy lines 
in northern Italy. 

Mr. Churchill referred to the ”new 
difficulties” which will arise out of 
the final liberation of northern 
Italy, such as the feeding of great 
masses of people. He also stated that 
the Italian Government may have 
to undergo changes "as a conse- 
quence of the greatly increased 
constituency to which it will be- 
come responsible as a result of the 
liberation.” 


Italian Press Lauds 
AC Policy Change 


ROME, Feb. 27—The announce- 
ment by Harold MacMillan, Acting 
President of the Allied Commission, 
that greater autonomy has been 
restored to the Italian Government 
was hailed with satisfaction by the 
press here today. 

The newspapers of Rome, which 
do not appear on Monday, com- 
mented on MacMillan’s statement 
extensively today. Though some 
journals had reservations, the gen- 
eral tone was approval. 
Ricostruzione, organ of the Labor 
Democratic party, said, "If due ac- 
count is taken of the fact that war 
is still raging on Italian soil and 
that a large Allied Army has still 
to push northward 25 German divi- 
sions, we must recognize that the 
autonomy of which the Italian Gov- 
ernment can today avail itself is 
the maximum to be allowed under 
war circumstances.” 

Il Globo, financial paper, calls the 
latest decision a substantial step 
forward: It declares that "the best 
way to help Italy is to let Italy 
help herself. A corpse is always 
an embarrassing object.” 

L’Unita, Communist party paper, 
heads its comment with the words 
"sober satisfaction.” 

However, L’Unita regrets that 
MacMillan made no mention of 
Italy’s request for a greater war 
role, adding that in spite of the 
difficulties, Italian formations could 
be employed more effectively on the 
fighting fronts. 

Il Lavoro, organ of the General 
Confederation of Labor, suggests 
that gratified press comment has 
gone beyond reality. It says that 
Italians must avoid illusions, with- 
out belittling the importance of 
what has been done. 
Risorgimento Liberale, Liberal 
paper, hails the improvement in the 
status of Italian prisoners of war. 
Il Popolo,. Christian Democrat 





newspaper, says the change is “@ 


gesture of confidence toward our 
Government and our people alike. 
Avanti, Socialist paper, pleads for 
the early placing of the people of 
Umbria, Marche and Tuscany under 
Italian administration. 


Treason 
PARIS, Feb. 27—Treason charges 
will be brought against Admiral 
Jean Pierre Esteva, former Resi- 
dent-General in Tunisia, at a trial 





paced back and forth as he warmed 
up to his subject. 


before the High Court in Paris on 
March 12, Reuter’s reported today. 
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Cold Weather Drops 
Arms Output Slightly 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (ANS) 
—The worst January weather 
since 1918 contributed to a slight 


ent 
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Go For This 


NEW YORK, Feb. 27—Rising up 
from among the various campaigns, 
public programs and ‘wartime ap- 
peals to which the average U. S. 
civilian is subjected, a unique or- 




















President Andrew Jackson’s nomi- 
nation of Roger B. Taney of Mary- 
land to be Secretary of the Treas- 
ury was rejected, 28 to 18. 

Ten years later President John 
Tyler suffered four setbacks; Presi- 
dent Andrew Johnson failed to have 
one appointee confirmed in 1868, 
and President Coolidge one in 1925 

Tyler’s unsuccessful selections 
were Caleb Cushing of Massachu- 
setts for Secretary of the Treasury 
—rejected 27 to 19; James S. Green 
of New Jersey for the same post; 
David Henshaw of Massachusetts 
for Secretary of the Navy—rejec- 
ted 34 to 8, and James M. Porter 
of Pennsylvania for the same post 
—rejected 38 to 3. 

Johnson’s nomination of Henry 
Stanberry of Ohio to be Attorney 
General was rejected 29 to 11, and 
Coolidge’s choice of Charles Beecher 
Warren of Michigan for Attorney 
General was blocked 46 to 39. 4 

While the current White House 
incumbent never has been rebuffed 
by the Senate on his Cabinet nomi- 
nations, he has met with reverses 
on appointments to lesser offices. 

Two of these were in 1943 on Ed- 
ward J. Flynn of New York, whom 
he nominated as Ambassador to 
Australia, and James V. Allred, for- 
mer Governor of Texas, whom he 
sought to appoint judge in the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals. 

There is a parallel in the wrang- 
ling over the Wallace appointment 
with the sigjuation that prevailed in 
April, 1934, when President Roose- 
velt elevated Rexford Guy Tugwell 
from Assistant Secretary of Agri- 
culture to Under Secretary. 

After several days of sharp de- 
bate, in which Dr. Tugwell’s eco- 
nomic views and qualifications for 
the post were attacked, the Senate 
voted confirmation, 53 to 24. This 
was 51 days after the President had 
submitted his nomination. 


Elections Next Year 
Test National Unity, 
Democrats Contend 


Chairman Robert E. Hannegan of 
the Democratic National Committee 
believes it will take a lot of effort 
to lick the 
ninth consecutive time next year. 


will determine control of the House 
and Senate since all 435 House 


one-third—in the Senate. 
The Democrats now have a ma- 
jority of eight in the Senate and 
25 in the House. 

Hannegan said the goals of 
permanent peace and the Adminis- 
tration’s full employment program 
require "the greatest possible na- 
tional unity.” 

Next year’s election will be a 
crucial one, he said, because "a 
national government that must 
straddle a Congress dominated by 
one major party and an executive 
administration 
has never been capable of such 
unity.” 

Practical politicians look at it 
this way: 

Germany will have been defeated 
long before even the 1946 primaries 
and the first exultant feeling of 
triumph and well-being here at 
home will have worn off. 

The war with Japan still will be 
going on with no real promise it 
will be ended, and men will be com- 
ing home before election day, 1946. 
A great many soldiers now in the 
European Theater will be home but 
a great many still will be over there 
= some others sent to the Pa- 
cific. 

The families and friends of those 
who remain in Europe or who have 
gone to the Pacific Theater will not 
like that very much. 

Here at home, the unavoidable 
civilian dislocations of war will re- 
main as irritants and the political 
dynamite in all such factors will 
count more against the Democrats 
as representatives of the Adminis- 
tration than against the Republi- 
cans. 

On the Democratic side the 
brightest prospect lies in a lively 
and intelligent political activity of 
organized labor. 

The CIO’s Political Action Com- 
mittee is the best-managed and 
directed vote-getting instrument to 
appear in this country for a long 
time and it will be active and ef- 
fective next year. 

Despite cutbacks and possible 
reconversion it is not yet demon- 
strated that there will be any major 
unemployment by November, 1946, 
and voters are less likely to be vin- 
dictive if their pockets are full and 
not empty. 


Payoff 
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 27 (ANS)+ 
Roy Edmond Donaldson, 62, in his 
suit against 72-year-old Rose Don- 
aldson for divorce and 500 dollars a 
month alimony, charged in court 
here today that she gave him a 
weekly allowance of only two dollars 
and refused to give him money for 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (UP)—|. 


Republicans for the/\ 
The 1946 Congressional elections! ; 


seats will be at stake and 32—or/*~* 


of another party|% 


SEA WINE 





Se . . 
Yard worker Maxine Yaryan 
observes a tower of cham- 
pagne bottles which the Cali- 
fornia Shipbuilding Corp. will 
use to christen Victory ships 
named after American uni- 
versities and colleges. The 
wine, unfortunately, is of a 
very excellent brand. 
(International) 


Wave Of Optimism 
Sweeps Washington 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (AP)— 
Another wave of optimism as to 
the European war nearing its end 
is arising in Washington. 

Though no one in official posi- 
tions will confirm it, this feeling 
was brought back by men attend- 
ing the Yalta Conference. 

They do not want to discuss the 
conference officially because that 
task is for President Roosevelt, and 
they do not want to start a new 
surge of false confidence and over- 
optimism like that of last autumn. 
But there is no mistaking the 
impression they received in Crimea 
that the end of the European war 
may be expected shortly. 

The rush of neutrals into the 
war reflects pressure applied in- 
ternationally. However, the deci- 
sion that countries must declare 
war by March 1 in order to become 
associated with the United Nations 
was not reached at Yalta. The Big 
Three agreed on this through dip- 








lomatic channels earlier. 


While the home front exudes 
optimism, however, it is interesting 
to observe the discreet silence of 





a haircut. 


military men. 





Coal Strike Looms; 
Legislators Debate 
Manpower Measure 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (AP)— 
The United States anxiously scan- 
ned the possibility of a coal strike 
today while the Senate continued 
te bat around the patchwork man- 
1/4 bill, now practically friend- 
ess. 

As the bituminous coal operators 
meet to discuss their policy toward 
|the expected wage demands of John 
L. Lewis, Harold Ickes, Secretary 
of the Interior, reported that a 50,- 
000,000 ton coal deficit is inescap- 
able this year if the European war 
lasts through 1945. He said the 
stockpiles were "dangerously low.” 
The union leader served notice 
yesterday that a strike was possible 
in 30 days. The operators’ contracts 





with the union expire March 31. 


Negotiations between the United 
Mine Workers’ policy committee 
and the operators start March 1. 
Almost nobody wants the Senate’s 
manpower bill. Tabbed by Sen. 
Walter George (D., Ga.), "a weak 
and feeble gesture” toward war job 
controls, the measure was up for 
debate for the second day. It would 
give the War Manpower Commis- 
sion authority to fix plant employ- 
ment ceilings and back them with 
fines and jail terms. It carries no 
penalties against individual workers. 


Ward Seizure Faces 
Supreme Court Rule 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (ANS)— 
The Supreme Court may announce 
soon whether it will review the 
legality of the government seizure 
of Montgomery Ward properties in 
seven cities. It may also review 
charges that freight rates of 20 
railroads are discriminatory in the 
South. 

With three months of the present 
remaining term, the court has 45 
cases on its docket for final de- 
cision. Another 100 cases await ac- 
tion on appeal from lower court 
rulings. 

The Justice Department has 
asked the court for an emergency 
hearing of the Montgomery Ward 
case in interest of the war effort. 
The appeal contends that Federal 
Judge Philip L. Sullivan’s adverse 
decision in Chicago last month 
leaves the government’s ability to 
cope with "future emergencies” in 
a dangerous position. Judge Sulli- 
van ruled that under the Smith- 
Connally Labor Dispute Act, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt was without au- 
thority to take possession of Ward's 
facilities because the mail order 
firm is not a war plant. 

The complaint against the rail- 
roads was filed by Gov. Ellis Arnall 
of Georgia, charging that a cocpei - 
ative system of rate making through 
the bureau, among railroads is in 
violation of Federal anti-trust laws. 
He maintains that high freight 
charges to the South has ham- 











strung Georgia's industrial progress. 








Congress Query: What's Subversive? 








WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (AP)— 
The new United States House of 
Representativés committee to in- 
vestigate un-American and sub- 
versive activities is ready to go to 
work—as soon as it can decide what 
activities are un-American and sub- 
versive. 

There is no current counterpart 
in other Allied countries for this 
congressional group, which is des- 
tined to be known as the "new Dies 








Committee,” because of the fame 


(some say infamy) of its predeces- 


sor, headed by former Rep. Martin 
Dies of Texas. 


Resemblance of the French pro- 


visional government’s “purge” com- 
mission and a similar group in Italy 
are remote indeed. And could any 
person imagine a British parliamen- 
tary committee created to investi- 
gate un-British activities? 


Rep. Karl Mundt (R., S. D.), is 


making an extensive effort to de- 
termine what an 


"un-American” 
































eee ganization, the American Feline So- 
cling ciety, recently hit the public eye 
— with the distribution of a news- 
cen letter headlined "Help Save Amer- 
— ica's Cats.” 
7 oe Run by its president, Robert L. 
which Kendall, in a downtown New York 
come office surrounded by cat collars, 
ment cupboards of catnip, adoption want 
some ads and a memorial to a deceased 
gen- mascot, the society is working to 
organize American cat-lovers. 
abor In the hope of preventing future 
e ace cat-astrophes—in 1943, for instance, 
t~ the ASPCA killed 128,306 of 128,884 
and Strays picked up—and educating 
still owners in proper care of pets, Ken- 
divi- dall has initiated a limited pro- 
- the gram.which includes distributing 
Gov- educational literature, giving medi- 
If is cal aid and advice to cat owners, 
nder and running an adoption service 
which in the past four years has 
5 the taken care of 17,000 cases: 
step One of Kendall’s projects is a 
best cat shelter, now in the blueprint 
Italy stage, which would feature isolation 
ways wards, operating rooms and clinic 
quarters in addition to an adoption 
aper, bureau. Similar shelters would be 
ords established in cities throughout the 
nation, 
that Although the idea of uniting cat 
1 of lovers originated in 1938 with Ken- 
war dall’s wife, the cats were too much 
the for her and she had a nervous 
ould breakdown in 1941. Since then, the 
| the New York advertising man has been 
carrying on the work. "It’s a cru- 
eral sade,” he said. "I like cats.” 
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GET YOUR RATINGS SEWED 
| MUD-EATERS GET NOSY — TELL 





BUSINESS WHY WE'RE AT AN 
ARMY AIR FIELD... 
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By CANIFF 











GET WI6ENED UP’ To THIS INDIAN 
MONEY... I WOULDN'T WANT YOU To 
FIND YOURSELVES WITH SOME NICE 
LITTLE IVORY TRINKETS IN YOUR 
HANDS AND HAVE SOME Guy TRY 
TO SHORT— CHANGE YOU... 

















acts like. This committee member 
recently sent questionnaires to 100 
prominent Americans, asking them 
to define "un-American” activity. 

Concensus of replies to date is 
that such activities are those which 
tend to harm or overthrow the 
United States Constitution. That 
would seem to give the committee 
plenty of rope to hang either alleged 
offenders or itself, as some ob- 
— say the old Dies Committee 

Mundt is hopeful of more specific 
replies, however. Among those who 
have not yet returned their ques- 
tionnaires is Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
who was listed in the old Dies Com- 
thittee records for alleged "un- 
American” activity. 

Chairman of the "new Dies Com- 
mittee” is Rep. Edward J. Hart of 
New Jersey, who voted against the 
committee's creation. Hart, a po- 
litical friend of Jersey City’s Mayor 
Frank Hague, who won reelection 
with the backing of the CIO Politi- 
cal Action Committee, is not sure 
just what his committee will turn 
out to be. 

But he feels strongly about what 
it will not be. 

"There’s not going to be any per- 
secution and we're going to avoid 
sensationalism,” he said recently. 
"We're not going to strive after 
publicity for publicity’s sake.” 

If it works out that way, the com- 
mittee will hardly be recognized by 
those familiar with the "old Dies 
Committee.” 
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INFANTILE PEOPLE 
Dear Editor: 

Let me congratulate your paper 

on the excellent work it is doing 

‘in forming for the Italian people 
the worst possible opinions of 
American life and American way 
of living. 

For some reasons which only pos- 
sibly The Stars and Stripes and 
God know, you persist in printing 
*filler” articles about the Mormons 
and their marital proclivities, the 
snake-worshipping sect, American 
girls smoking pipes, a soldier who 
contests the baby his wife has dur- 
ing a period of absence, and lately, 
the "Soxer” psychopathic hysterics 
over "The Voice’s” imminent draft- 


ing. 

It is axiomatic that the worst 
| me of American life and habits 

ve been chosen by most Eu- 
ropean countries and held up to 
inspection, simulation and ridicule. 
The Stars and Stripes is doing its 
modest best in fostering this prac- 
tice. All these instances of ’Ameri- 
canisms” have been taken up by 
the Italian newspapers and played 
up to the Italian public until the 
average Italian believes firmly that 
Americans worship snakes rather 
than God, marry and divorce in- 
discriminately, that school girls go 
into mental (if not physical) ejacu- 
lations in public halls and movie 
houses whenever an under-nour- 
ished young man drools into a 
microphone. 

Slowly, through articles such as 
those you insist on publishing, the 
average Italian is building up a pic- 
ture of American life which shows 
us as a distorted, mentally stunted 
and infantile people. 

Why don’t you quit it? Fascism 
has done mor: than _ enough, 
through its anti-American propa- 
ganda, to foster those very ideas. 
Read some of the magazines and 
newspapers which were published 
during Fascism, and you will see 
that they were “slanted” in just 
the same fashion those “fillers” 
of yours are. Do you‘mean to carry 
on Fascism’s good work? 

—T-Sgt. Joe G. Trigony, ACC 


THE OTHER SIDE 


Wear Editor: 

The Infantry and the Air Corps 
frequently exchange officers so 
they can have a better understand- 
ing of each others work. Why 
couldn’t the same be done with en- 
listed men. I’m sure that there are 
men in both the Infantry and the 
Air Corps who would welcome the 


CRAMMED EDUCATION 


Dear Editor: 

In reference to the letter Capt. 
E. Mc. M., FA submitted, concern- 
ing what type of educational pro- 
gram should be started after the 
war, let me ask him a question. 
Does the returning veteran want a 
speeded-up, crammed educational 
program? 

As one who will continue his in- 
terrupted university course after 
the war, I prefer to return to the 
normal educational program. After 
OCS and other Army courses, I’m 
just a bit tired of these stream- 
lined facilities where all the facts 
cannot be fully digested. Remem- 
ber this, there is much more to a 
university education than the 
scholastic requirements. 

Regarding the captain’s worry 
about the Veterans’ Administration 
not paying for text books and other 
materials, let me quote paragraph 
five, Part VIII, Chapter IV (Educa- 
tion of Veterans), Title II, Public 
Law No. 346, Seventy-Eighth Con- 
gress: 

"5. The Administrator shall pay 
to the educational or training in- 
stitution, for each person enrolled 
in full time or part time course 
of education or training, the cus- 
tomary cost of tuition, and such 
laboratory, library, health, infir- 
mary, and other similar fees as are 
customarily charged, and may pay 
for books, supplies, equipment and 
other necessary expenses, exclusive 
of board, lodging, other living er- 
penses and travel, as are generally 
required for the successful pursuit 
and completion of the course 
other students in the institution.” 

—Lt. R. E. Freund, CE 


NO 
Dear Editor: 

We are in dire need for informa- 
tion and since you seem to be the 
"Mr. Anthony” for the boys over 
here, we bring our problem to you. 

The information in question is as 
follows: 

1.Is the MTO (Mediterranean 
Theater of Operations) considered 
a component of the European 
Theater of Operations? 

2.In his present capacity, does 
General Eisenhower have authority 
of any kind over the American 
troops or the operations of the 
MTO? 

Would greatly appreciate clarifi- 
cation of this matter. 

—M-Sgt. Robert W. Camant, AC 


The answer to both questions is 








chance. 
—Sgt. A. W. St. Onge, Inf. 


”no.” — Editor. 





WHEN IN ROME 





STAGE 

Anglo-Polish’ Ballet, "Swan Lake,” 
each evening at 7:30 PM. Friday, 8:30 
PM: Matinees today, Friday and Satur- 
day at 2:30 PM. ENSA Argentina Thea- 
ter, Largo Argentina. 

SCREEN 

ARC movie house—Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini, 5:00, 5:00, 7:00 and 9:00 PM. 
"Step Lively,” Frank Sinatra and 
George Murphy. 9:00 PM, USO Show: 
D’Artega and his all-girl orchestra. 

Tickets for British soldiers may be 
obtained at the information desk, 

Alexander Club — Via Venti Set- 

tembre. 

ENSA Superciner 1 — Via Nazionale 
and Via Agostino Depretis. Continuous 
from 2:00 PM. Today: "Sensations Of 
1945." Tomorrow, "Lost In A Harem,” 
Abbott and Costello. 

RESTAURANTS 

GI restaurants open 11:30 AM to 1:30 
PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the black 
market—eat at Home.” 

Ristorante Roma, 35, Piazza Poli. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120, Corso Um- 
berto. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15, Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Sora Rosa, Via Muratte 78. 

The New Parma for EM, near Eliseo 
Theater. 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant — 
Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 to 3:00 PM, 
and 4:00 to 6:30 PM for EM. 

The "Fagiano” Resturant for Amer- 
ican officers, nurses in Rome. Piazza 
Colonna 363. Luncheon, 11:30-2:00 PM; 
Cocktails—Dancing, 4:00 to 6:00 PM. 
Dinner, 6:00 to 9:15 PM; Dinner Danc- 
ing, 7:00 to 10:00 PM. Bar open 11:00 
AM to 10:00 PM. 

Nirvanetta Club. Tea at 5:00 PM — 
Dancing and cabaret nightly. Snacks 
and bar. Largo Tritone. Allied officers. 


LUB 
"Corso Club,” ARC EM Club. Corso 


Today 





Umberto at Via Condotti. 


8:30 AM—Snack Bar opens. Open 





until 11:00 AM. 1:00-5:00; 6:30-9:00 PM. 
Baths open for use. Showers and tubs, 
Bring own soap and towel. Showers 
close at 8:30 PM. Barber Shop. Shines. 

8:30 - 9:00 AM—Tour of Rome. 

9:00 AM—Upstairs club opens. 

2:00 PM—Tour of Rome. Leave Corso 
Cinema. 

3:00 PM—Movie. 

8:30 PM—Movie. Corso Cinema. Same 
as above. 

7:30 PM—Thursday: State Party — 
Texas Night. Texans only. Grand Ball- 
room, 

ARC Officers’ Club—Hotel Barberini, 
Piazza Barberini. 

Circolo Il Ritrovo, Italian-Allied Club 
for all ranks, all nationalities. Open 
3 to 7 PM daily, except Sunday, Palazzo 
Del Drago, Via Quattro Fontane, 20. 

Amateur Photographer Club invites 
GI guests to visit club exhibit. Work 
of Roman amateur photographers. 
Salon open Thursday and Saturday, 
3:30 to 6:30 PM. Via Del Gallinaccio, 8, 
(Largo Tritone.) Entre libre. 

NIGHT CLUBS 

(For GIs Only.) Floor Shows, Bar, 
Dancing. Open nightly. Bring your 
own lady. 

"Swing Club,” Via Vittorio Colonna, 
32. Open 6:00-10:00 PM. Closed Sun- 
days. Across Ponte Cavour. 

"Tavern Club,” Via Porta Pinciana, 
16-B. Open 6:00-9:00 PM. Sundays, 
=e PM. Top of Via Veneto, turn 
eft. 

"Melody Club,” Via San Stefano Del 
Cacco, 16. Open 4:00-10:00 PM. Sun- 
days, 1:00-6:00 PM. Floor Show: 5:00, 
and 8:00 PM. Sundays, at 4:00 PM. At 
Piazza Venezia, turn right off Via 
Plebiscio. 

(For Officers Only.) Floor Shows, 
Bar, Dancing. Open from 4:00 to 10:00 
PM nightly. Bring your own lady. 

Apollo Club, Via Nazionale, near 
Eliseo Theater. 

Rupae Tarpae (Broadway Bill's), Via 
Veneto, near ARC Officers’ Club. 








FLORENCE—You won't believe it 
but a letter from Tyrone Power 
to his wife Annabella looks just 
like any other mail. And he types 
his letters, making them even more 
readable and unromantic! 

A Marine Corps transport pilot 
stationed near San Francisco, Lt. 
Power writes her about every other 
day Annabella says. He addresses 
his letters simply to ”Annabella 
Power” care of USO Unit No. 398. 

USO Unit No. 398 is the five- 
woman and two-man cast of 
"Blithe Spirit,” “’an improbable 
farce” by Noel Coward, who, be- 
cause of recent aspersions directed 
at Brooklyn, would not so much 
as get elected to dogcatcher around 
these parts. But "Blithe Spirit” 
itself, having nothing to do with 
Brooklyn, is playing to houses as 
large as 2,600 pass-bound and rear 
echelon GIs, most of whom enjoy 
the slightly sexy drawing-room 
comedy with more than _ polite 
gusto. 


To France... 


So much for the show. Let’s get 
back to Annabella. 

The petite French actress, now an 
American citizen and proud of it, 
is soon going to visit her native 
land, she revealed. When she last 
saw her family five years ago, they 
were four; today they are but 
three, her younger brother having 
died of tuberculosis in a German 
concentration camp. 

And this is the young lady who 
has been flitting about the stage as 
the impish, irrepressible gray little 
ghost of "Blithe Spirit.” Maybe it 
is a tough job to act, you begin 
to believe. 

When unit manager and leading 
man Donald Randolph starts talk- 
ing about the hardships of play- 
ing over here in drafty, unheated 
overlarge theaters, you take it all 
in and begin shaping up in your 
mind an all-out blast against the 
complainers. 

Then you go out front and for 
two hours you laugh and laugh and 
laugh, noticing only occasionally 
how the actors are straining their 
voices so as to be heard throughout 
the large theater. The realization 
of how greatly they are straining 
comes when stage manager Ben 
Ross makes an intermission an- 
nouncement in his normal voice. 
You can hardly hear him six rows 
away. 

The announcement is to explain 
a slight delay because Leona Mar- 
icle, the second lead, has almost 
fainted backstage from overstrain. 
But she makes her third act en- 
trance just the same. 

Pvt. Emerly L. Kimball of Oak 
Park, Ill., who has toured with 
the show throughout Italy, tells 
you that the cast has missed only 
one performance since its arrival, 
that was when someone had the 
"GIs” awfully bad. 


Really Cold... 


Near the end of the play you 
suddenly realize how cold it has 
grown in the theater, despite your 
long johns, sweater and combat 
jacket. And then you see Anna- 
bella on stage in that flimsy, shapely, 
ghostlike gown and if you're close 
enough you can see the goose pim- 
ples too. The same goes for Leona 
and Edna Peckham, who plays a 
man and wife part with her real 
life husband Oscar Stirling, and 
for Alfred A. Wallace who acts the 
bumbling, dewitched house maid 
with lovable realism. You begin to 
understand why cold is an actor’s 
great enemy. 

And the veteran radio actress 
Adelaide Klein, who on stage plays 
Madame Arcati, the bumpkinish, 
jolly psychic, turns out to be just 
as much fun off stage. After the 
show she joined some soldiers for 
hamburgers and coffee, and they 
loved it! 

While the understanding between 
the USO—its limitations and prob- 
lems—and the Army seems to be on 
the upgrade, there was once an in- 
stance where the Army was too 
eager to please. Manager Ross asked 
for a can of peach halves or apricots 
for a breakfast table scene prop. He 
wanted peaches or apricots because 
they could pass for eggs which is 
what the script required. But an 
obliging warrant officer insisted 
that the cast eat fruit salad. 

"Everybody likes fruit salad bet- 
ter than peaches or apricots.” he 





intoned. 
—Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
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“Ya dern tootin’ my sniffles is serious. I been drawin’ mortar fire.” 








Berliners Still Eating, But 
- Food Situation Very Bad 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second in an exclusive copy- 
righted series written for The Associated Press by Herbe Grinberg, 
Berlin correspondent of the Stockholm Aftonbladet, who has just 


By HERBE GRINBERG 


left Germany. 


STOCKHOLM, Feb. 27 (AP)— 
You have to be a born explorer to 
get vegetables in Berlin today. 

A housewife complained to me a 
few days before I left that after a 
four-hour vegetable hunt she had 
managed to find only one turnip. 

Householders who did not buy 
their winter’s supply of potatoes 
last fall because they feared loss 
through air-raids now must eat de- 
~~ toe potatoes—if they get any 
at all. 

There is deadly monotony in the 
diet. A foreigner told me, "I have 
eaten so much kohlrabi (normally 
used as fodder) that I won’t dare 
look a decent cow in the face when 
I return home.” 

One cannot say that starvation 
has yet struck Berlin, but in the 
last two or three weeks it has be- 
come more and more difficult to buy 





the full rations that you are en- 
titled to and the poems for the 
housewife are tumbling around her 
like an avalanche. ; 

The supply of both whole milk for 
children and skimmed milk has 
diminished 


Mineral water cannot be had ex- 
cept in the better class restaurants 
and the beer is as thin as the oxen 
drawing the brewery wagons. The 
butter and fat rations have shrunk 
noticeably and frequently mar- 
garine must take the place of but- 
ter. Salt and matches are almost 
unobtainable. 

Two weeks ago a Danish journal- 
ist was expelled from Berlin because 
he sent a report that Berliners were 
eating rats, dogs and horses. That 
was not quite true and the supply 
situation not that acute but the 
scale of difficulties is reflected in 
the black market. 








Puptent Poets 








HURRIED PRAYER 
At crack of dawn the big guns 
spoke 
And war planes filled the air; 
To the right and left as shells 
broke 


Wounded screamed in despair. 

The big frontal push was on again, 
Forward rolled the htavy tanks; 
As the mortarmen fired with deadly 


aim 
Beyond the advancing flanks. 





Far ahead, heavy guns shook the 
ground, 

As men clawed the mire, ; 

Near a little knoll a plane was 
downed 

In a puff of dust and fire. 

A few miles back—in a granite pit 

A silence filled the air; 

The chaplain’s face was strained a 


bit 
As he led a hurried prayer. 


—Cpl. Robert Goodenow, Hosp.! 
| Why do they come to man 





A JAP ISLAND 
Use Formosa bombers 
In sizeable nombers. 
—T-5 Hal Travis, Inf. 





ITALIAN ALMANAC 

The cream of summer suddenly 
went sour. 

The clocks were set ahead, or back. 
I can’t 

Remember which. We 
gained, an hour. 

Autumn slipped by without the old 
enchantment 

Of such miracles as falling leaves. 

At first, it rained a little here and 
there, 

And then it rained to beat the 
band. My sleeves 

Shrank from the eternal dampness 
in the air. 

Huddled in barracks, tents and Nis- 
sen huts, 

Men cursed the weather but evolved 
no plan 

That helped, and so they vocally 
went nuts. 

I would have hugged my sack and 
slept, aloof, 

Except that certain friends we'e 
noisier than ; 
The proverbial skeletons on a 

roof. . 
—S-Sgt. Gray Wilcox Jr., AC 


lost, of 





THOUGHT 
Like dark wings darting seaward 
Are thoughts that flit the mind, 
And shadows of brain afterward, 
Their reasons we try to find. 


From the secret beds of time. 
Since God bespoke and life beg” 
Your thoughts an? mine? 

—Sgt. Lewis P. De Reimer, AC 
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LONDON, Feb. 27—Arrangements 
have been made to supply further 
material and help to the Yugoslav 
National Army, Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L.. G. Alexander, Supreme 
Allied Commander in the Mediter- 
ranean Theater, declared at a re- 
ception in Belgrade Sunday, accord- 
ing to a delayed Reuter’s dispatch. 

Recalling the progress of the Al- 
lied Armies in Italy and of Yugo- 
slav forces during the past year, 
Field Marshal Alexander noted that 
"today our fronts are far north of 
Rome and Belgrade and we need 
not go far to link up on the Adri- 
atic coast. 

The Supreme Allied Commander, 
MTO, met not only Marshal Tito 
and his generals but also their 
front-line soldiers and girls who had 
fought the Germans with rifles and 
tommy guns, the Reuter’s dispatch 
continued. : 

Declaring that: his visit to Yugo- 

slavia was purely for military con- 
versations and not for political pur- 
poses, Field Marshal Alexander said 
that "I am looking forward to a 
visit to the front where all victories 
are gained. The front-line soldier is 
the man to whom we take our hats 
off. It was good to meet the Rus- 
sians here. I did not meet many 
of them. They were fine fellows and 
the closer contact we have with our 
Allies, the better. 
_ "The interchange of information 
is important as we now only have 
one front from Russia through Yu- 
goslavia and Italy to the west 
front,” Field Marshal Alexander 
continued. 

He described Marshal Tito as a 
good friend, a tough fellow, sensible 
and far-seeing. 

"I like him,” the field marshal 
said. "Tito is so far seeing. I am 
not referring to his political views. 
I am not a political man, but I 
have an instinctive liking for him. 
Look what he has done in the war.” 

Marshal Alexander’s visit to Bel- 
grade was culminated by a recep- 
tion by Brigadier Fitzroy MacLean, 
head of the British military mission, 
bares has been in Yugoslavia since 


9,000 Collaborationists 
Already Tried In France 


PARIS, Feb. 27—Minister of Jus- 
tice Francois de Menthon told the 
National Consultative Assembly yes- 
terday the judicial machine set up 
to deal with anti-National activities 
had already judged 7,053 cases and 
sentenced 574 persons to death. 

Also taking into account trials by 
military courts, it could be said 9,000 
persons had: been tried and 1,500 
had been sentenced to death. 

In all courts, the assembly will 
have to deal with 60,000 cases. He 
hoped almost all of these would be 
settled by Aug. 1. 





Blessed Event Dept. 


_The following men are good for 
cigars: Pfc. Edwin W. Callison, 
Florence, S. C., whose son was born 
Feb. 20; Lt. Philip Gelvin, whose 
daughter Linda Jane was born Feb. 
16, and Sgt. Robert Jaeckel of the 
2nd Bn., 88th Glider Inf., who be- 
came a pop to Joan Elise on Feb 
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Roosevelt confers with Near 


Eastern monarchs aboard a U. S. cruiser anchored in the Suez Canal area near Cairo: 
While no indications were given of the scope of the conversations held with King Farouk 
of Egypt (above left), Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia (above right), and King Ibn Saud 
of Arabia (below), they were considered in line with the President’s policy of exchanging 
views with world rulers. 


(Signal Corps Photos from Acme) 
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WASHINGTON, - Feb. 27 (ANS) 
—The War Department will trans- 
fer "maximum equipment’ from 
Europe to the Pacific after Ger- 
many falls which can be used "ef- 
fectively against Japan,” it was un- 
officially reported today. 

A letter by Secretary of War 
Stimson which appears in the Con- 
gressional Record today contradicts 
statements by highly placed, though 
anonymous, government officials 
who said that troops shifted from 
Europe to the Pacific Theater 
would leave the bulk of their 
equipment in the interest of speed. 
The latter report stemmed from 
an Associated Press story on Jan. 
31. At that time the story was 
brought to the attention of Secre- 
tary Stimson by Rep. Albert J. 
Engle (R., Mich.), along with a 
request that he‘state whether or 
not he adopted such a policy. 
Engle bluntly told Stimson that 
his support of the next War De- 
partment appropriation bill would 
depend largely upon Stimson’s reply. 
The reply was entered into the rec- 
ord by Engle. 

It said that the War Department 
contemplates making maximum use 
of all equipment regardless of where 





1l. Your old pal, The Stork. 


U.S. European Equipment 
Planned For Pacific Area 


expressed goai of the present policy 
is the maximum transfer of ma- 
terials from all inactive theaters 
and there is no policy which con- 
templates duplication of procure- 
ment. 

Although the authority for the 
previous story was vague and there 
appeared to be no explanation for 
it, it had appeared in late January 
and was widely publicized. 


Legion Of Merit Given 
AFHQ Chief Of Plans 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Feb. 27—Brig. Gen. George 
L. Eberle, Chief of Plans and of 
Operctions of the Plans and Train- 
ing Division of AFHQ, has been 
awarded the Legion of Merit, it 
was officially announced yesterday. 

General Eberle, then a colonel, 
was cited for "his meritorious con- 
duct in the performance of out- 
standing service as chief of the 
fiscai and ammunition section of 
the planning branch, G-3 division 
of the War Department General 
Staff,” from Feb. 25, 1940 to March 








the equipment is now located. The 


9, 1942. 


5. F. Meet To Attract 
French Delegates 


PARIS, Feb. 27 (AP) — French 
participation in the San Francisco 
conference "can be considered as 
assured,” a semi-official Quai 
d’Orsay spokesman said yesterday. 

The Big Three invitees have 
without doubt already been noti- 
fied of France’s acceptance, the 
spokesman said, adding that a fav- 
rorable decision was taken after the 
reception of clarifying details from 
the Big Three. 

The announcement came on the 
heels of reports from London, 
where French Foreign Minister 
Bidault, British Foreigr Secretary 
Eden and Prime Minister Church- 
ill are conferring, that France 
would go to the San Francisco 
parley. 

Reports from Washington said 
that consultations with France on 
the proposed United Nations 
charter are nearing completion, 
with the exchange of views pro- 
gressing so favorably that the 
security council will probably be 
made public this week. 

French acceptance of the com- 
promise will remove the last ob- 
stacle to formal issuance of in- 
vitations to the San Francisco 
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Filipinos Receive 
Government Control 


MANILA, Feb. 27—General Doug= 
las MacArthur today turned over 
the civil government of the Philip- 
pines to President Sergio Osmena 
of the Philippine Commonwealth 
Government and proclaimed Manila 
as the capital of the restored ad- 
ministration. 

The ceremonies were held in the 
shell-scarred Malacanan Palace, 
former Government capital, which 
was wrested from the Japanese by 
the Ist Cavalry Division on the 
first day of reentry into Manila. 
Scattered rifle fire could be heard 
as the Yanks cleaned out the last 
Japanese die-hards, clinging to old 
government buildings not far from 
Intramuros, the old walled city. 

General MacArthur, surrounded 
by the Americans and Filipinos who 
fought with him in adversity at 
Bataan and Corregidor, told @ 
wildly-cheering throng of Filipino 
citizens that he was lifting the mili- 
tary rule from the liberated areas 
of the Commonwealth in favor of 
the constituted government of Pres- 
ident Osmena. 

"Your capital city, severely pun- 
ished though it be. has regained 
its rightful place as a symbol of 
democracy,” he said. 

President Osmena, who returned 
to the Philippines with General 
MacArthur in October in the land- 
ing on Leyte and set up a tempor- 
ary government at Tacloban, capitak 
of Leyte Province, called upon the 
Filipinos to bow their heads in 
prayer and to thank their liberators. 

Speaking after General Mace- 
Arthur had stated that the Filipinos 
were now once again under the 
banner of democracy and a free 
people, Osmena_ said: "General 
MacArthur in finishing the noble 
work which was started by his illus- 
trious father will go down in history 
for his leadership in the campaign 
of liberation of these islands.” 

Accepting the responsibilities as 
head of the returning civil governe 
ment, President Osmena immedie 
ately expressed the hope that it 
might be possible for the Philip- 
pines to have complete independ- 
ence this year. He bitterly de- 





nounced the "Japanese bandits,” 
and called General MacArthur's 
drive a 


“crusade.” 


French Patriot Council | 
Calls For Cooperation 


PARIS, Feb. 27 ‘AP)—The dis- 
content in cold and hungry France 
has found expression in a mani- 
festo issued by the powerful Coun- 
cil of National Resistance, disclaim- 
ing "all responsibility for certain 
political difficulties existing in 
France,” it was reported today. 

The Council of National Resis- 
tance, a big, loose federation of all 
resistance groups, also called upon 
the Government to cooperate more 
closely with the Consultative As- 
sembly with a view to achieving 
purer democracy in France. 

At the same time, the Council of 
National Liberation, which has long 
demanded a bigger voice in the 
Government, publicly and solemnly, 
in the interest of Governmental au- 
thority and its unity with the na- 
tion, offers its collaboration to the 











conference April 25 


Government to better the political 
and economic life of the ooemtrt 
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front, work a snow-covered 
tanks move up for attack. 





Sappers of the 275th Engineers, 75th Division, on the western 





road for enemy mines before 
(Signal Corps Photo) 
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316th Engineer Combat Battalion 
'Veteranized’ From Rome Northward 





periences under German fire. 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 27—The 316th Engineer Combat Battalion, a youngster among 
the veteran outfits fighting in Italy’s mountains, grew up fast in the heat of day-by-day ex- 


summer fighting north of Rome, through the bitter Gothic 


Line battle, to the line below Bologna, the battalion has transformed itself from a “green” unit 
to a unit that’s battle-hardened and expert 
The 316th is a part of the 91st "Powder River” Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. William 
G. Livesay, and its companies have directly supported 

action in which the 91st has participated since it entered combat. The engineers have gained the 


in the field of combat engineering. 
the division’s infantry regiments in every 





praise of divisional and corps 
commanders for their actions 
in the Italian campaign. 

One company of the 316th, ”A” 
Company, was committed to com- 
bat at Velletri with the 36l1st Com- 
bat Team and closely supported the 
infantry in the advance up to and 
through Rome, building by-passes 
around the craters which Jerry left, 
developing river fords for the foot 
troops, opening trails to doughboys 
fighting far off the main roads. 
Despite the hazards of operating 
under enemy fire, often with noisy 
bulldozers, this company ssed 
through its initial 73 days of com- 





Here’s What 


Yanks Bail Out At Oder 


MOSCOW, Feb. 27 (AP)— 


airman who bails out over the Russian-German Oder front? 
Major Robert Rosenthal, 27, of Brooklyn, N.-Y., answered that 
question for newsmen here yesterday with an action-packed 
chronicle which began in the skies over Berlin and ended with 


his safe arrival in this city. 


Leading an 8th Air Force Bombardment Group in a raid over 
Berlin, Rosenthal’s Fortress was hit by flak before completing 


its bomb run, setting off a smoke 
bomb in the bomb bay. 

"Then one wing was hit and there 
Was another explosion,” said the 
veteran of more than 50 missions. 
"The third engine caught fire but 
we kept on, losing altitude. At 
e@bout 3,000 feet I got out through 
the nose and saw the plane explode 
about half a mile away. Although 
I heard a lot of small arms fire, 
I noticed no holes in my chute so 
I guess they weren’t shooting at me. 

"IT landed,” continued the flier, 
"and the first thing I knew Rus- 
sians were surrounding me. Think- 
ing they were Germans I threw up 
my hands. One lunged at me with 
a@ bayonet. Then I yelled ’Ameri- 
canski!’ A great light game over 
the fellow’s face. ; 

"In two hours, I met three Rus- 
Sian generals who were all very kind 
to me. I think we consumed about 
2,000,000 gallons of toasts.” United 
with other crew members, Rosen- 
thal discovered they had landed 
two miles from the Oder River. They 
were taken to a captured German 
hospital in Neudamm, about 13 miles 
from Kustrin, where Russian girl 
nurses took charge, giving them 
baths, bandaging injuries, and put- 
ting them to bed and "real sleep.” 

"Hell, no,” the flier replied to a 
Correspondent’s question as _ to 
whether he was in a hurry to get 
back to England or France, "I’m 
having a wonderful time.” 


U. S. Navy To Continue 
- Oran Repair Operations 





ALLIED 
(TERS, Feb. 27—Although the Uni- 
ted States Army has withdrawn 
from the port of Oran and com- 
mericial shipping and port ac- 
tivities there have been returned 
to the French authorities, no 
change is to be made for the present 
fn the conducting of naval activi- 
ties and ship repair facilities there. 
These, as in the past, will continue 
to be carried on under the super- 
vision of the United States Navy 
for support of Allied naval and 
shipping operations in the Mediter- 
ranean, it was announced today. 





Radio Program 








NAVAL HEADQUAR-|;, 


Goes When 


What happens to an American 


bat without a single casualty. The 
company commander, Capt. Alvin 
D. Wilder of Oakland, Calif., was 
awarded the Legion of Merit for his 
exceptionally meritorious service in 
that first period of fighting. 
JULY ENTRY 

The other companies of the bat- 
talion entered combat with the 91st 
Division in July and received thor- 
ough indoctrination in the hills 
around Chianni. A short time later 
the outfit had its three line com- 
panies engaged in three of the most 
active sectors of the 5th Army’s 
front. Company ”C” men were the 
first engineers enter the city of 
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Would-Be Farmers 
Warned By Experts 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (ANS)— 
Federal farm experts are adapting 
a familiar selling slogan—”Ask The 
Man Who Owns One!” Their idea, 
however, is to encourage caution, 
not enthusiasm, because they are 
concerned about thousands of in- 
quiries from service men and in- 
dustrial workers who want "a little 
farm after the war.” 

The Agricultural Department has 
set up committees in almost every 
farm county to counsel with pros- 
pective purchasers. Congress wrote 
into the GI Bill of Rights that land 
loans must be based on "reasonable 
normal value.” 
Actually few men have applied 
for provisions of the benefits pro- 
jected for them because after their 
discharge from the service most 
have gone into highly-paid war 
jobs. It is anticipated that the big 
rush for farms will come after this 
war is over and it is then, they in- 
sist, that a veteran will have both 
eyes open and his feet on the 
ground. 
According to the best available 
information on farm costs, it is 
said that 35,000 Federal borrowers 
since 1937 have paid for different 
size acreages: 7,500-10,000 dollars in 
New Mexico and Arizona; 9,000- 
12,000 dollars in California: 8,000- 
12,000 dollars in Montana, Wyoming 
and Colorado; 8,000-10,000 dollars 
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon and 
Washington, and 6,500-9,000 dollars 
in Utah and Nebraska. 
It is said that these figures are 
no guarantee, but may be a guide 
and provision must be made for 
ee seed, livestock and fer- 
er. 





On Alert 


STOCKHOLM, Feb. 27—All Ger- 
man town and country home guard 
commanders have been alerted for 
Allied parachute landings behind 
the Nazi east or west front armies, 
the Berlin correspondent of the 
Swedish newspaper Svenska Dag- 


Leghorn, operating far forward with 
91st Division infantry in the en- 
gagement to capture that valuable 
port. The other companies were 
clearing out mines, opening trails, 
and by-passing craters to assist 
elements of the division which were 
pushing the Germans to the north 
side of the Arno River in the Pon- 
itedera-San Miniato area. 

The 316th Engineers were again 
up front when the 5th Army opened 
its attack against the Gothic Line. 
The battalion’s companies moved 
along fast with the infantry as the 
Sieve River was crossed at San 
Piero, and found many obstacles to 
overcome during the bitter days and 
nights before the line was breached 
at Futa Pass and Monticelli. Up in 
those rugged hills on both sides of 
the highway, the 316th turned mule 


— 


A Countess Learned 
To Re-Bury The Dead 


OTTAWA, Feb. 27 (UP) — 
Countess Hautecloque, wife of the 
new French Ambassador to 
Canada, is a woman who knows 
a thing or two more than plan- 
ning a diplomatic dinner. 





Calais region. 

"The bombs fell in cemeteries 
and the coffins were ripped open. 
The danger of cholera was great 
and since nobody else would 
go near the burial grounds I 
went alone with a 
buried the bodies. It was dark 
when I went and the only way 
I could find the bodies was by 
the smell.” 








trails into roads when mule trails 
were available. When trails weren’t 
available, the engineers built roads 
from “scratch.” In order to get 
food and ammunition to infantry 
fighting east of Futa Pass, they 
spent one night building a road in 
front of infantry outposts, while an 
irked enemy attempted vainly to 
drive them away with artillery and 
mortar fire. 

Even after the Gothic Line’s pill- 
boxes and dugouts were cleared of 
Germans, the engineers found no 
letup. They repaired or by-passed 
craters along Highway 65 under the 
direct observation of enemy obser- 
vation posts on the mountains which 
overlook the road. When the 9lst 
Division infantry was occupied with 
the capture of Mount Freddi, Mount 
Beni and Mount Oggiolo, three 
rugged mountains in a row, the 
316th was confronted with more 
craters than any experienced en- 
gineer cares to see in one campaign, 





—<— 


but the obstacles were overcome in 
short order. 

One crater north of Pietramala, 
combined with several days of 
steady rain, made some of the en- 
gineers think they’d found the bot- 
tomless well. They poured 75 truck- 
loads of rubble into it before they 
finally made it passable. One GI 
started. sinking out of sight befor: 
s out o ore 
his buddies grabbed him. 

JOIN FOOT TROOPS 


Through the battles for the high- 
way towns of Monghidoro and Loi- 
ano, the 316th advanced with the 
foot troops, removing mines and 
opening the roads despite the re- 
sistance of a determined enemy. 
Often the battalion’s elements ran 
into direct opposition. One of these 
incidents occurred north of the 
village of Sabbioni when Jerry ma- 
chine guns opened up on an en- 
gineer detail which was filling a 
crater so that tanks could advance. 
The job was finished, all right, but 
the engineers had to fight their 
way home. 

The bloody battle for Livergnano 
was won after men of the 316th, 
with the aid of an artillery barrage, 
filled a crater outside the badly- 
battered town while German tanks 
tried various ways to keep the 
Americans on the south side of the 
strategic town. 

Many men of the battalion have 
engaged in some of the most rugged 
combat engineering operations on 
the Italian front, even frequently 
going out on patrols beyond the 
most forward outposts. Officers and 
men of the battalion hav® been 
awarded one Legion of Merit, 59 
Bronze Star Medals, three division 
citations, and three battlefield com- 
missions for enlisted men. 

The 316th is commanded by Lt. 
Col. William C. Holley of Klamath 
Falls, Ore. After training at Camps 
White and Adair in Oregon, the 
battalion began its overseas service 
in North Africa in April, 1944. It 
arrived in Italy two months later 
and entered combat in July. 





Artillerymen’s Close Harmony 


Wins Barbershop Songfest 





By Cpl. MEL 


MONTECATINI, Feb. 27—Three 
T-5s and a chaplain of a headquar- 
ters artillery unit of the 9Qist 
"Powder River” Division took first 
place in a field of eight other entries 
in the 5th Army "Barbershop Quar- 
tet” finals held at the Imperiale 
Theater here this week. The vic-| 
tory moves the quartet into the zone 
finals which will be staged at the 
Apollo Theater in Florence on 
March 24th. 

‘The winning foursome, cheered 
loudly by a packed house of 5th 
Army infantrymen, was made up of 
Vernon Anderson of Stormy City, 
Iowa; Clarence Quirk of Portland, 
Ore; Robert Bitting of Marysville, 
Pa., and Chaplain Howard Bomhoff, 
captain, of Austin, Texas. They sang 
"Down By The Old Mill Stream,” 
"It Had To Be You” and "I'll Walk 
Alone.” ° 

According to Chaplain Bomhoff, 
he and his three singing partners 
have been “piddling around with 
this harmony stuff for about a 
year.” He said they met at Camp 


Staff Correspondent 


DIAMOND 


friendship.” The only prewar pro- 
fessional is Quirk, who sang the 
vocals for Russ Brom’s band on the 
West Coast. 

The judges selected the group for 
their "excellent intonation phras- 
ing, harmony and rhythm,” point- 
ing out that only this quartet and 
the runner-up group from the Spe- 
cial Troops of the 85th Division 
were actually "barbershop quartets,” 
the others resembling swing, blues 
and hill-billy ensembles. 

A spokesman from the 5th Army 
Special Service Office, which spon- 
sored the contest, said that the 
winning quartet would probably 
tour 5th Army installations as an 
entertainment unit until the zone 
finals get under way. The winner 
there, it is expected, will appear in 
a theater-wide contest in Rome 
later in the Spring, 

The four champs tonight each 
received engraved wrist watches, and 
the runners-up got wallets. The 
judges were Capt. Forrest McAllister 
of . Joliet, Ill, T-4 Kyle Smith of 
Akron, Ohio, and Barbara Twitchell, 





Adair, Ore., during basic training 





bladet reported today. 


and promptly struck up a "musical 


Welfare Fund Group 
Receives PX Profits 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Feb. 27—Half a million dol- 
lars in profits from post exchanges 
in the Mediterranean Theater have 
been turned over to the Theater 
Central Welfare Fund, it was an- 
nounced today by Lt. Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Deputy Supreme 
Commander, MTO, and Command- 
ing General, MTOUSA. 

This amount does not represent 
the entire profits of the exchange 





service since its establishment in 


this theater in September, 1943, as 
other profits have been turned 
back for the improvement of ex- 
changes. Some profits have been 
used to purchase. bonds or other 
prizes for various contests spon- 
sored by Special Services and ap- 
proximately 100,000 dollars has been 
used to purchase athletic equip- 
ment. : 

About half the money turned 
over to the Theater Central Wel- 
fare Fund will be distributed to 
major commands in the theater for 
distribution to units and the re- 
maining half will be turned over to 
Headquarters’ Funds for expendi- 
ture throughout the Mediterranean 
command. 





. =e Cross girl from South Orange, 





AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 


K 
- Wednesday, February 28 
HIGHLIGATS 
9:00—GI Bandstand 
10 :00—Concert Hall 
10 :30—Encore—Bob Hope 
12:45—Salute to 5th Army 
1:00—Shining Hour 
1:30—Downbeat 
5:00—Mary Small Revue 
5:30—Kollege of Musical Knowledge 
6:30—Mildred Bailey 
7:30—EM Red Cross Club 
8:30—Wot Cher Chum? (BFS) 
9:15—We Who Serve—Speak 
9:30—Suspense 
10:00—Mail Call 
Newscasts at 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00 
11:00 AM and 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 5:00 
6:00, 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 PM 
Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM 
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6.135 Meg, 49 Meters 








my unusvol quarter hour 
will be scored and SUNG! 
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Radio call these programs— entire dramatic portion of make my show UNIQUE! will be SPOKEN! 
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92nd Division Five Wins 5th Army Title 


Most Cage Crowns 
Near Playoff Stage 





Army, Navy, St. John’s, Muhlenberg, DePaul, 
lowa, Bowling Green Outstanding Clubs 





By Army News Service 
NEW YORK, Feb. 27—Most of the sectional and conference 


ba: 
this we 


sketball championships throughout the nation will be decided 
ek in such places where they haven’t already been set- 


tled, but in this day of high powered promotion they're only 
the prelude to the big tournaments next month which will 
attract teams from all over the country, plenty of spectators 
and (don’t mention it) an occasional gambler. 

A service team will enter a fair claim on Eastern Inter- 
collegiate honors when the verdict is rendered in the Army- 





Navy clash at Annapolis Satur 
day. This game lost its national 
championship aspect when both 
teams suffered late season up- 
set defeats. 

Army was the first to blow its 
untarnished record, taking a 61-52 
lacing from Pennsylvania at Phila- 
delphia’s Convention Hall. Navy 
powed last week to a powerful Bain- 
bridge Naval Training Station team, 
68 


-60. 

St. John’s of Brooklyn seems to 
have the metropolitan honors sewed 
up, having beaten NYU last week 
and lost only to Army and CCNY, 
the latter defeat a major upset. 


MULES rMPRESSIVE 

Rensselaer Polytechnic is tops 
among the Eastern independents 
with 12 straight victories and one 
game to go, but Muhlenberg’s rec- 
ord of 20 and 3 is much more im- 
pressive in light of the opposition 
encountered. 

North Carolina’s Tarheels came 
off with the Southern Conference 
title, the result of victories in the 
tournament final over Duke. South 
Carolina, undefeated in conference 
competition, was knocked off by 
the Tarheels in the tourney. 

The Southeastern Conference 
championship will be determined in 
a tournament this weekend, with 
Tennessee and Kentucky favored to 
meet in the finals. Each has a vic- 
tory over the other in season play. 

Utah, the NCAA champs, have 
won seven straight in the Big Seven 
and need only to defeat Brigham 
Young Mar. 9 at Salt Lake City 
to grab the title. 

DePaul and Bowling Green stand 
out among the Midwestern inde- 
pendents, the former with 21 and 
2 and the Blue Demons with 22 
and 2. 

BIG TEN UNDECIDED 

The Big Ten and Big Six Con- 
ference championships will not be 
decided until Friday night when 
Iowa meets Illinois and Kansas 
battles Iowa State. The Hawkeyes 
have a record of 10 and 1 after 
beating Minnesota last night, 55-48, 
and if they defeat Illinois Friday 
they will be Western Conference 
champions. If they lose they'll tie 
for the lead with Ohio State which 
has concluded its schedule with a 
record of 10 and 2. 

The scrap between Kansas and 
Iowa State at Ames, Iowa, Friday 
will settle the Big Six race. Iowa 
State moved into a tie with the 
Jayhawks by defeating Kansas 
State, 44-39, last night. 

Rice mowed down all Southwest 
Conference competition to take the 
crown on 12 straight victories and 
Pennsylvania ended Dartmouth’s 
seven-year reign in the Eastern In- 
tercollegiate League. 

The Northern Division of the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference is almost a 
cinch to wind up in a tie. Oregon 
and Oregon State lead with 10 and 
5 apiece and Washington State is 
right behind them with 9 and 5 and 
two games to go with Idaho. Vic- 
tories in both Idaho games will give 
Washington State a tie with the 
winner of the Oregon State-Ore- 
80n game Saturday night. UCLA 
took the Southern Division title in 
the race that ended last week. 


| FIGHT RESULTS | 


pIcAMDEN, N. J.—Johnny Allen, 201, 
hiladelphia, knocked out Larry Lane, 
200, Trenton, N. J., (8). 
- NEW YORK — Tony Janiro, 140, 
Winpestown. Ohio, outpointed Johnny 
illiams, 140, Montgomery, Ala., (8). 

, PHILADELPHIA—Sgt. Maxie Starr, 
pe Aberdeen, Md., drew with Joe 

mico, 142, Philadelphia, (8). 
PITTSBURGH—Joe Miller, 139, Buf- 
falo, knocked out Tiger Wills, 133, 
Columbus. Ohio, (3). 
PROVIDENCE, R. I.—Jimmy (Taffy) 
eed, 171. Trenton, N. d., knocked out 


Uymy Ruzzo, 170, West Warwick, B. L, 











Cage Standings 





TEN CONFERENCE 
w. 
lowa 10 
Ohio State 10 
Iilinois 
Purdue 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Indiana 
PACIFIC COAST CONFERENCE 
(Northern Division) 
w. 


BIG 


Nm me ad 
wwmwusasHune™ 


f 


Oregon 10 5 
Oregon State 10 5 
Washington State 9 5 
Washington 5 ll 
Idaho 3 ll 
(Southern Division) 
UCLA won title 
BIG SEVEN CONFERENCE 

w. L. 
Utah 7 0 
Colorado 7 1 
Brigham Young a 4 
Wyoming a 5 
Utah Aggies 2 5 
Denver 1 8 
Colorado Aggies 0 a 

BIG SIX CONFERENCE 

w. L. 
Kansas 7 2 
Iowa State 7 2 
Oklahoma 5 a 
Kansas State a 5 
Missouri 3 5 
Nebraska 1 9 

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 

w. L 
Tennessee 8 2 
Kentucky 4 1 
Mississippi 3 1 
Florida 4a 2 
Georgia Tech 7 4 
Alabama 5 3 
Louisiana State 3 3 
Tulane 3 3 
Auburn z 6 
Georgia 2 9 
Mississippi State 2 9 


SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE 
w. 

Rice 12 
Arkansas 
Southern Methodist 
Texas Christian 
Texas 
Texas Aggies 
Baylor 


ial 


Cnusae 
= 
nowauuawe> 


Basketball Scores 


Cherry Point Marines 68, Georgia 57. 
Iowa 55, Minnesota 48. 
Iowa State 44, Kansas State 39. 
High Point 43; Lenoir Rhyne 37. 
Marshall 52, Moorehead 39. 
Otterbein 56, Wooster 41. 
Scranton 50; Bloomsburg Tchrs. 44. 
Sioux Falls AAF 51, Augustana 43, 
Westminster 89; Juniata 55. 
William Jewell 59; Drury 41. 
ROME AREA LEAGUE 
(Final Playoffs) 
Results Monday Night 
Gladiators 60, Lids 21. 
Alcom Casaba 34, Aces 29. 
Tonight’s Games 
7:00 PM—Gladiators vs. Aces. 
8:30 PM—Alcom Casaba vs. Tues. loser. 





LEADS WILY WILDCATS 























A Very Stern Story 
From Scribe Burton 





NEW YORK, Feb. 27 (ANS)— 
Announcement that the special 
one-mile race in the IC4A meet at 
Madison Square Garden next Sat- 
urday would be named for Lt. Lou 
Zamperini, Air Force flier miss- 
ing in action, prompted Lew Bur- 
ton, New York Journal sports 
writer, to spike the oft-repeated 
tale that Zamperini swiped the 
Nazi flag in Berlin during the 
1936 Olympics. 

"None of us who were there, 
including reporters and officials, 
knew of the flag-snatching feat,” 
Burton said, "it has been at- 
tributed to Zamperini by a sports- 
caster who makes a habit of fab- 
rication on a national scale. The 
press has been making a mistake 
in dignifying this raw fiction by 
repeating it.” 

Now who could Burton possibly 
mean by that? 





Florida Fisherman Voted 
44's Outstanding Angler 


MIAMI, Fla., Feb. 27 (ANS)—Ar- 
thur G. Penman, Neptune Beach, 
Fla., received 250 dollars first prize 
in the annual George Ruppert Fish- 
ing contest for the outstanding 
angling achievement of 1944, it was 
announced by the award commit- 
tee yesterday. Penman landed a 
125-pound tarpon on a 15-pound 
test nylon line to grab the prize. 

A world’s record was set in the 
sea trout division by A. Wisbacker, 
Egg Harbor, N. J., who caught a 17- 
pound, 8-ounce catch at the mouth 
of the Julica River in New Jersey. 


Navy Books ’Cats 


PHILADELPHIA, Feb 27 — Vil- 
lanova will play Navy in football 
for the first time in 27 years next 
fall, Rev. Edward McKee, moderator 
of athletics announced today. The 
game will be played Sept. 29. 








Hawks Distinctive 
Even In Last Place 


CHICAGO, Feb. 27 (AP) — The 
Chicago Black Hawks skidded into 
the National Hockey League cellar 
just about as rapidly as the schedule 
would permit this season, and have 
had no difficulty keeping there— 
but they have two marks that add 
a tinge of pride to the otherwise 
black picture. 








In their first 34 games they were 


shut out but twice, once 4-0 by| 


Toronto and the other a 0-0 tie! 
with the New York Rangers. H 
And during those same 34 games 
the Black Hawks, collectively, had 
spent but 186 minutes in the pen- 
alty box—less than any other team 
at that time. Of National Hockey 
League players who hadn’t been 
penalized at all in 34 games, four 
of them were Black Hawks—Bill 
Mosienko, Clint Smith, Butch Mc- 
Donald and Cully Dahlstrom. The 
other was Lorne Carr of Toronto. 


ST. LOUIS, Feb. 27 (ANS)—The 
St. Louis Flyers of the American 
Hockey League announced last 
night that defenseman Johnny 
Kukkula had lost the sight of his 
right eye as the result of an ac- 
cident at Pittsburgh. He was struck 
by the blade of a stick. 


New Yankee Triumvirate 
Now In Full Possession 


NEW YORK, Feb. 27 (ANS)— 
Larry ,MacPhail, Del Webb and 
Capt. Dan Topping have succeeded 
in purchasing the remaining 3.12 
percent of the New York Yankee 
stock held by George Ruppert, 
brother of the late Col. Jacob Rup- 
pert. This deal, together with the 
purchase of the ten percent held 
by Ed Barrow. gives the triumvirate 
100 percent ——-. 

The latest transaction cost Mac- 
Phail and partners about 100,000 
dollars.’ boosting the total price to 














2,900,000 dollars. 


[Buffalo A’s Defeat 


Brownie’s, 48 to 39: 
Sub Is High Scorer 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 27 
—A red hot quintet from the 92nd 
Division, the Buffalo Big A’s, won 
the 5th Army basketball champion- 
ship last night by defeating 
Brownie’s Boys of the 468th Quar- 
termaster Battalion, 48-39, before 
some 3,000 roaring fans. 

The Big A’s, more rangy, rugged 
and sharper, established their su- 
periority right from the start of 
the third and deciding game be- 
tween the last of the 19 clubs en- 
tered in the 5th Army tourney. 
The winners led 8-1 at the first 
quarter and 23-12 at the half with 
a classy looking sub, Sgt. Charles 
Brown sparking the sharp shoot- 
ing. Brown replaced Pfc. Willard 
Stargel, who was injured early in 
the game. 

Brownie’s Boys came back in the 
third quarter, as hot as they had 
been cold before and at one time 
pulled within six points of the in- 
fantrymen. But at this point a 
peacetime pro hoopster, Pfc. Sonny 
Woods, and ex-Knoxville College 
star Lt: Leonard Jordan turned on 
the heat and it was all over. 

Cpl. John Brown took high point 
honors with 17 for the losers. Set. 
Brown was top scorer for the 
champs with 14. 

Lt. Col. Raymond J. Novotny, 
5th Army Special Service Officer, 
presented the cup to the 92nd, and 
medals to both the winners and 
runnerups. 

Both teams will be the 5th Army 
entries in the North Italy zone 
tournament to be played in Flore 
ence March 12-15, facing opponents 
from the 12th Air Force, PBS and 
the Rome Area Command. The zone 
champ will go to the Allied Cham- 
pionship tourney to be played 
March 26-31, also in Florence 

Buffalo Big A’s , Brownie’s Boys 

3. F. TP 7 





G.F. | G. F. TP. 
Woods ....4 1 9 | Caldwell ..1 6 2 
Jordan ....5 212 | Kelly ......2 1 5 
a saseas 3 1 7/3. Brown. 7 317 
Price 2 © 4 i Levett ....2 8 4 
Stargel ....1 0 2 | McQueen ..4 3 11 


Cc. Brown..5 4 14 

Totals 20 848! Totals 16 7 39 
Score at Half—Big A’s 23; BE 12. 
Personal Fouls: Big A’s 14; BB 12. 
Free Throws Missed: Big A's 4; EB 8. 
Officials: T-5 Joe Trionfante and 5S- 
Sgt. Ray Mazurowski. 


Bosox’ Skeets Newsome, 
Giants’ Paschal In Army 


ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 27 (ANS)— 
Lamar (Skeeter) Newsome, Boston 
Red Sox infielder and Bill Paschal, 
of the New York football Giants, 
have been accepted for Army sery- 
ice, it was announced here yeste.- 
day. 

Paschal left Georgia Tech in his 
freshman year to enter the AAF, 
from which he was later medically 
discharged. He was on duty with 
the Maritime Service at Sheepshead 
Bay, N. Y., when summoned to 
duty. 

Newsome, 35 and a member of the 
Red Sox since 1940, lives at Colum- 
bus, Ga. 





Cooperstown Out 


CHICAGO, Feb. 27 (ANS) — 
The annual exhibition game at 
baseball’s Hall of Fame in Coopers- 
town, N. Y., has been cancelled in 
line with the travel curtailment 
policy. The Detroit Tigers and 
New York Giants were scheduled to 
play July 9. 
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(Courtesy Chi Trib -New York News Syndicate. Inc.. distributed thru CNS) 
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THERE'S NO MISTAKE ABOUT 
IT THAT'S DICK TRACVS CoAT 
I-I WONDER WHY HE’S 
STAYING HERE? ? MAYBE 
h HE SUSPECTS ME. I'VE 
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Vital lwo 


After Bloody Fight 





PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Guam, Feb. 27—Battling 


Hill Falls 


Cologne Under Fire 
As ist, 9th Speed 
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B-29 Raid ‘Totals’ 


Info Rhine Valley 


(Continued from page 1) 











Syria Declares War 
On Faltering Nazis 


LONDON, Feb. 27 (AP)— Syria 
yesterday became the third Mid- 
dle-East nation within three days 
to declare war on the Axis. 

Beirut radio disclosed that the 
decision of the government was 


Crisis In Rumania 


May Lead To Revolt. 
As Protests Continue 


LONDON, Feb. 27—The political 








through probably the heaviest the Chamber of De! risis umania thre fe 
fire of the bitter struggle for| Revealed By Tokyo |iurne center of Munchen-Gled-| Stes in a special communique.” |day to develop into a full-scale. [Vol 
Iwo Jima, men of the 3rd Marine — ten miles from Neuss, Street fight-| The Turkish Assembly unani- |yojt by the National Democratic = 


Division drove 400 yards today 
up the bristling slopes of Hill 
382, just east of the central air- 
field, to achieve a military tri- 
umph as significant as_ the 
earlier seizure of Mount Suri- 
bachi at the island’s southern 
tip. 

‘Erste of the hill gave the Ma- 


rines direct observation of major 


Japanese defenses and troop dis- 
positions on high ground to the 
north across which the Americans 
have still to make a determined 
uphill fight. 

The bloody gains of the three 
assaulting Marine divisions gave 
them control of the greater part of 
Motoyama Airfield Number 2, the 
fighter field for which they have 
been struggling for several days. 

Meanwhile, the first American 
planes made use today of Moto- 
yama Number 1, the bomber field 
taken in the second day. Marine ar- 
tillery spotter planes, little two- 
seaters, landed upon the field, scene 
of construction activity as engin- 
eers worked to put it into shape for 
bombers and fighters. 

Artillery observers on Hill 382, 
named for its altitude, now will be 
able to direct accurate fire of mor- 
tars and field pieces in close sup- 
port of the drive for the second 
airfield. 

The capture of the embattled 
little island within ”a few more 
days” was predicted by Lt. Gen. 
Holland M. (Howlin’ Mad) Smith 
after the Marines had won the 
critical hill. The top Marine com- 
mander in the Pacific, interviewed 
aboard Admiral Richmond Turner’s 


Yanks Strike New 
Philippine Landing 








MANILA, Feb. 27—Americans of 
the 24th Division have landed on 
Verde, a small island dominating 
the narrow Verde Isiand Passage 
‘between Luzon and Mindoro, im- 
mediately southeast of Manila Bay, 
General Douglas MacArthur an- 
nounced today. 

The Yanks stormed ashore with 
practically no loss, and at last re- 
port had a secure grip upon the 
tiny island. 

This is the third invasion within 


NEW YORK, Feb. 27—How to 
understand Radio Tokyo’s news 
broadcasts reporting American 
Super Fortress losses over Japan 
has finally been revealed — by 
Radio Tokyo. Expla the re- 
vision of its system "in the inter- 
ests of accuracy,” an announcer 
recently asserted that only "rough 
estimates of the number of B-29s 
destroyed or damaged” would be 
given. 

The announcer added that "30 
percent damaged” will equal the 
former "some planes were dam- 
aged,” "30 to 60 percent damaged” 
will replace "a considerable num- 
ber was damaged,” while "more 
than 60 percent damaged,” will 
mean that "a large number of 
B-29s were damaged.” 

No new code was given for des- 
cribing bomb damage to churches, 
schools, and hospitals which ac- 
cording to Radio Tokyo are the 
only buildings ever hit by U. S. 
fliers. 








flagship off the island, told news- 
men that very heavy fighting was 
still ahead for the Devil Dogs. He 
estimated that about one-half of 
the five-mile long island was in 
American hands at the start of the 
second week of the fiercest battle 
of the Pacific war. 
General Smith said that the Ma- 
rines were becoming more battle- 
wise and casualties relatively smal- 
ler each day. He added that the 
Japanese were becoming more jit- 
tery each day. 

At noon yesterday Japanese dead 
were placed at 3,568. Only nine 
prisoners had been taken in all 
eight days of the campaign. 
Admiral Turner suggested that 
Iwo Jima remain in American 
hands after the war. He said he 
hoped the United States flag would 
always fly over the island "in per- 
manent memory to the 28th Ma- 
rines,” who took Mt. Suribachi last 
Friday. 


FORRESTAL THERE 


IWO JIMA, Feb. 27 (ANS)—Sec- 
retary of Navy James V. Forrestal 
toured the American beachhead and 
advanced positions on Iwo island, 
Friday, Feb. 23 and expressed his 
"tremendous admiration and rever- 
ence for the guy who walks up to 
beaches and takes enemy positions 
with his rifle or grenades or his 


ing was reported in progress late 
this afternoon in Munchen-Glad- 
bach, a city of 126,000 and the larg- 
est Nazi city yet to be entered by 
Allied forces in the west. 

On the right flank of the 9th 
Army, other armored elements cap- 
tured Koenigshoven, within one- 
half mile of the Erft. Earlier re- 
ports told of the occupation of 
Putz, two miles from the river and 
15 miles from Neuss. 

Meanwhile, along the 3rd Army 


mously approved the declaration 
of war on Germany and Japan on 
Feb. 23, and the tian Govern- 
ment followed suit on Feb. 25. 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 (INS) 
—Iceland is expected to add its 
voice in the growing declarations 
of war against the Axis. The Ice- 
landic parliament is meeting in 
alae to discuss the declara- 

on. 


Front against the Government of 
Gen. Nicholas Radescu, widely ac. 
cused of protecting pro-Nazi groups 
and bloody suppression of leftist 
elements. 

This morning, Moscow radio 
broadcast the text of a telegram 
by the leaders of the Democratic 
Front, addressed to youthful King 
Michael, in which they emphatic. 
ally demanded the dismissal and 





front far to the west of Coblenz, 
Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s ar- 
mored units routed crack German 
Panzer units in Rittersdorf along 
the Nims River, two and one-half 
miles north of entered Bitsburg. 
Rittersdorf is described as the last 
important road center in this cen- 
tral front sector before the Rhine. 
Almost a complete surprise was 
achieved by 3rd Army armored 
forces and a few hundred American 
troops captured more than 1,000 
Nazi prisoners. 

Other elements of the 3rd Army 
to the south in the Saar increased 





River north and south of Saar- 
burg to a depth of more than five 
miles. 

Forty miles to the north of the 
American push on the Rhine, the 
Canadian ist Army offensive be- 
tween the Maas and Rhine once 
more was in high gear. 

Lt. Gen. H. D. G. Crerar’s Cana- 
dian, British and Scottish units, 
bypassing German-held  Calcar, 
were mopping up inside Udem, 
southwest of Calcar and were re- 
ported firmly established astride 
the Udem-Calcar highway and on 
the high ground dominating the 
Hochwald forest and the so-called 
Hochwald Line. 

BBC reported tonight that Can- 
adian ist Army troops pushing to- 
ward the southeast were within five 


MATAF, 15th Attack 


raked several h 
dozens of locomotives and supply 
dumps along the Villach-Linz rail 
line in southern Austria. Early re- 
ports showed 35 vehicles, 60 rail 
cars and three 
stroyed, and 58 rail cars, 20 vehicles 
and five locomotives damaged in the 
area, . 


- target, the Brenner Pass route, 
their bridgehead over the Saar Michele, Lavis and Ala, while Ger- 
man gun emplacements and strong- 
points opposing the 5th Army south 
of Bologna were pasted by Allied 
Spitbombers and Kittyhawks of the 
22nd TAC. 


Dodge Shuts Down 


complete shutdown of the Dodge 
plant in Detroit has been effected 
by the Dodge Local of the United 
Automobile Workers, CIO. 


Reich, Austria Rails 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 
27 — A concentrated assault by 
rocket-firing Thunderbolts on rail 
lines in southern Austria featured 
MATAF’s eighth straight day of 





intensive attacks on enemy com- 
munication 


lines, while heavy 
bombers of the 15th AAF plastered 
the rail yards at Augsburg, 30 miles 
northwest of Munich today. : 
The 12th AAF Thunderbolts 
undred rail cars, 


locomotives de- 


Mitchells returned to their favor- 


hammer rail bridges at San 


After Workers Strike 


DETROIT, Feb. 27 (UP)—The 





Approximately 13,600 production 


arrest of Radescu, as well as of 
Gen. Ion Negelescu, Peasant party 
leader Julius Maniu and police 
chief Gen. Anton, At the same time, 
Moscow reported large demonstra- 
tions all over the country. 

The Associated Press reported 
that while Bucharest appeared to 
be without gun fire or fighting to- 
day, other sections of the country 
were less quiet. Dispatches told of 
workers battling their way into 
suspected Nazi hideouts, where 
weapons, ammunition and Nazi 
propaganda material were found, 

Reuter’s stated that General 
Radescu had launched a "strong 
attack” on Communist leaders and 
on the National Democratic Front 
which holds 40 percent of the seats 
in his cabinet. The British news 
agency said that since the Army 
has not been purged and many 
Fascist sympathizers remain in 
important positions, the prime min- 
ister can rely at least on the sup- 
port of Army leaders. 

In London tonight, developments 
in Rumania were being watched 
with great interest and much specu- 
lation, since it is the first country 
faced by internal conflict in which 
the Yalta formula will be applic- 
able rather than the former "divi- 
sion of spheres of interest.” 

The situation in Rumania today 
is at least as explosive as that 
which prevailed in Greece im- 
mediately preceding the civil war, 
Reuter’s said, pointing out, how- 
ever, that the Greek Government 
was that of an ally, while the 
resent Rumanian Government 
as not been recognized even as a 
cobelligerent. Soviet authorities 
have insisted on the temporary 
withdrawal of Rumanian troops 
from northern Transylvania which 
has now been returned to Rumania 
after its annexation by Hungary. 
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RUSSIA 


(Continued from page 1) 


the narrow waters of the Philip- 
pine archipelago made to clear 
the shipping route from the Uni- 
ted States to Manila. 

The main navigational route 
through the maze of small inner is- 
lands of the Philippines runs 
through San Bernardino Strait be- 
tween Samar and Luzon then north 
through the Sibuyan Sea and the 
Verde Island Passage between Min- 
doro and Luzon. The Verde land- 
ings were made to secure the west 
end of the passageway, the land- 
ings on Capul and Biri, a week ago, 
to secure the east end. 

Meanwhile, on Corregidor, mop- 
ping up was in progress on the 
east side of the rock fortress. The 
paratroopers of the 503rd Regi- 
ment reached a small prewar air- 
strip, leaving little over a mile of 
the island’s four-mile length to be 
reconquered. Explosions continued 
to rock the island’s interior as 
Japanese died by their own hands 
in the recesses of Malinta Tunnel. 


1,401 


WATERTOWN, N. Y., Feb. 27 
(AP)—In one year, Mrs. Nina R. 


bare hands,” the United Press re- 
ported today in a delayed dispatch. 
Forrestal, his face reddened by 
the brisk, chill wind and pelting 
rain, had removed his helmet and 
green combat jacket but was still 
wearing a gray sweatshirt when he 
talked to correspondents aboard the 
amphibious force flagship. 


Leipzig Railyards 
Hit By Sky Armada 


LONDON, Feb. 27 — The great 
railway yards at Leipzig and at 
Halle to the northwest were bombed 
today by more than 1,100 Flying 
Fortresses and Liberators in a con- 
tinuation of the great Allied air 
assault on the Reich. The heavies 
were escorted by 700 fighters. 

The Bomber Command of the 
RAF followed up with a strike by 
about 750 heavies at the railway 
center of Mainz, on the left bank of 
the Rhine. 

The methodical destruction of 
Berlin from the air continued 
through last night as RAF Mos- 
quitoes bombed the city for the 
seventh night running by the light 
of fires started 12 hours earlier 
by a record force of American 
bombers. 

Since the start of the air war 
more than 18,000 tons of bombs 
have fallen on Berlin, great sections 
of which, neutral sources declare, 









workers are participating in the 
stoppage which flared up last Fri- 
day over the discharge of seven 
workers in the Super Fortress de- 
partment. 
The shutdown is principally due 
to Local No. 3’s stoppage of the 
assembly lines. 
A company spokesman said 2.000 
workers had been sent home from 
Dodge Truck plant 70 and from 
Highland Park Plant due to lack 
of parts to keep the assembly lines 
moving. There are 100,000 workers 
employed in associated units, and 
the spokesman said layoffs will con- 
tinue until the strike is ended. 
Top Union heads have threatened 
sanctions against the local. Mean- 
while, local union leaders attended 
a day-long show-cause hearing 
called by WLB which appointed an 
impartial umpire to head the griev- 
ances. 
Mike Novak, president of the 
ae pine said ad meet = 
executive boar morrow an 
at the same time arrange for an-| The Germans were trying to em- 
other union mass meeting in an ef-|Ploy the same tactics at Guben and 
fort to bring about a "back to/Forst as at the fortress of Kustrin 
work” vote. which has managed to hold out. 
The strike has the unprecedented; In the Breslau sector, behind 
feature of the inclusion of inter-| Koniev’s front lines, a furious strug- 
plant truck drivers without whose/gle went on today for the area 
transportation the war work of alljaround the city tower, where the 





















covered. Koniev will achieve this 
objective on the southern flank 
when his troops cross the Neisse in 
strength. 

The Red Army has seized a 
bridgehead across the Neisse River, 
the Nazi radio said today, accord- 
ing to the United Press. Two regi- 
ments, comprising at least 6,000 ‘ 
troops stormed across the Neisse and 
fought their way into the town of 
Gross Gastrose, the Germans said. 
The Russians officially said noth- 
ing about German reports of heavy 
tank battles on the Upper Neisse 
in the direction of Gorlitz, but the 
Russian communique did leave the 
sector undefined where 56 German 
tanks were destroyed other than the 
69 smashed in East Prussia. 
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"Laffing Room Only” trudged in 
a body through the rain to a "for- 
mal” supper party at a Times 
Square automat. But like many 
such planned publicity stunts, the 
gaiety was a little on the strained 
side and didn’t last long. 
Columnist Leonard Lyons des- 
cribed the quiet scene as comparing 
with the ginning of the Pro- 
hibition era. 

Tin Pan Alley, consistent as ever, 
turned up a new tune called "The 
Curfew Song.” It is all about cur- 
fews and how lights may go out 
Stroup wrote 1,401 letters to herjat midnight, but love is here to 
husband, Lt. Robert S. Stroup, now) stay, even putting in a plug for war 
with the Army in Belgium—and he|bonds.. This was about the only 
received all of them. They were|happy or amusing incident in the 







































auaenewed. evening. are no longer recognizable. Chrysler employees is endangered. Germans were losing control 
rapidly. 
Red Star reported that Red Army 
’ 
Court f Unit " storm units, moving through streets 
LI'L ABNER (Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) By AL CAPP storm units, moving through streets 















fications are erected at every corner, 
are well within the business sector 
at one place. The Germans were 
counterattacking -heavily, relying on 
mortars. 


Monty At 9th 


SHAEF, Feb. 27—Field Marshal 
Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, com- 
mander of the 2lst Army Group 
to which the U. S. 9th Army is 
attached, visited the 9th Army front 
yesterday. He complimented Lt. 
Gen, William H. Simpson and 
corps and divisional commanders 
on the success of the Army’s part 
in the Allied drive toward the 
Rhine, 
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